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What radiant faith this book reveals 
—moving its readers to respond 


like this: 


“A fascinating portrayal of a modern missionary martyr . .* 
Mrs. Elliot wisely allows him, through his diaries and let- 
ters, to speak for himself .. . readers will come away from 
this book with a deep respect for this unusual Christian.”— 
FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Evangelical Book Club 


“The perfect complement to THROUGH GATES OF 
SPLENDOR, the present book proves that Jim Elliot was 
willing to live for Christ as well as die for Him. I predict 
that SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY will challenge 
Christian youth for many years to come. We desperately 
need Jim Elliot’s kind of dedication among youth today.”— 
Tep W. Enestrom, Youth for Christ 


“The story of missionary martyr Jim Elliot bears its 
powerful witness that human life gains unfailing brilliance 
only in the fellowship and service of the Risen Christ. 
Elisabeth Elliot’s account is more than inspirational read- 
ing; it belongs to the very heartbeat of evangelical witness.” 
—Car. F. H. Henry, Christianity Today 


“SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY is beautiful writing. It 

proves that Jesus Christ will bring bright creativity out of 

any shadow which might fall across any life and any love.” 
~EvuaGgnia Price 


“This unusual and elevated spiritual experience of a mis- 
sionary martyr will inspire all whq read it to nobler living 
whether on the mission field or elsewhere.”—Haro.tp J. 
OcKENGA, National Association of Evangelicals 


“One will be charmed and challenged by the quotations from 
his writings and made to realize that he was a great servant 
of Christ, even though his life was cut very short.”—T. E. 
McCuLty, Christian Business Men’s Committee Interna- 
tional 


“Here is a contemporary instance, virtually unknown in the 
mid-twentieth Century, of noble sacrifice unexcelled any- 
where in the annals of the history of missions.”—-HrrBEert 
C. Jackson, Review and Expositor 


“A classic of surrendered life .. . Who can even imagine 
the advance of the Word of God made possible by the life 
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of this noble Christian and his courageous death.”—FLorIDA 
Waite, Retired Church Library Secretary, Baptist Sunday 
School Board 


You have recently read excerpts from this superb biography 
in the pages of this magazine. Here in a thrilling com- 
panion to Through Gates of Splendor, you ean read the 
complete story of Jim Elliot’s dedicated life—what made 
him, on the threshold of life, commit his very being to God. 


Jim Elliot, who met martyrdom on his mission to the Auca 


Indians of Ecuador, lives on in these dramatic pages—to 
instruet, to uplift—an inspiring example of the modern 
missionary’s devotion to God. SHADOW OF THE 
ALMIGHTY is both a thrilling story of an adventurous life, 
and powerful devotional literature. 


SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY > 


THE LIFE AND TESTAMENT OF JIM ELLIOT 


By ELISABETH ELLIOT 
With 16 pages of photographs * $3.75 at your bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS, N.Y. 16, N.Y. 
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A Mother's Thanksgiving 
By Helen Frazee-Bower 


OW is the time for giving thanks, 
And I will give mine, too: 
Thanks be to God for simple tasks, 

And hands with which to do. 


Thanks be to God for little feet, 
So happy in their play; 

Lord, give me patience, love, and faith 
To guide them on their way. 


Thanks be to God for little lips 
That can be taught to sing 

The old, old songs, the tender tunes 
Of Jesus, Lord and King. 


Thanks be to God, when feet shall fail 
And fading sight grow dim, 

That Christ will do what I can _ not. 
Thanks be to God—for Him. 


Ss 


Careful To Praise Him 


Thanklessness is in bad company 
in the Bible. It is found in the list of 
revolting sins in the first of Romans, 
which Paul uses by inspiration to prove 
that, in comparison with the righjgous- 
ness of God, men are hopelessly lost. 
Many church members would recoil 
from the thought that they are included 
in that relentless indictment; but if they 
think so, let them look at that lit- 





tle phrase, “neither were thankful.” 
Thanks be to God, Paul goes on by in- 
spiration to show how God can still be 
righteous and justify sinners “freely by 
his grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus.” Having been for- 
given, let us not fall back -into the sin 
of unthankfulness. A phrase that has 
become very common at the conclusion 
of public prayer is this, “and we shall 
be careful to give Thee all the praise 

. .” Undoubtedly the motive is worthy 
and there is an intention to keep the 
promise. If we make such promises, it is 
well to check up on ourselves from 
time to time and see whether we really 
have given God praise for answered 
prayer. How forgetful we are! Is it 
not true that our prayers are sometimes 
answered in such a quiet way that we 
hardly recognize it as God’s doing and 
may take it as a matter of course, or 
the result of our own cleverness and 
efforts, or the kindness of someone else? 
God has infinite resources, wisdom, and 
power, and He may use what look to 
us like mere coincidences to answer 
our prayers. And by appearing to deny 
us, He may give us what even we shall 
realize in the long run was best for us. 
The Psalmist said, “Whoso offereth 


s 


praise glorifieth me: and to him that 
ordereth his conversation aright will I 
shew the salvation of God” (Psa. 50: 
23). There are two variant readings 
of this that throw light on the subject: 
“And there will be a ‘way by which I 
will show to him the salvation of God” 
(Companion Bible); “Prepareth a way 
that I may show him the salvation of 
God” (A.S.V.). So praise is not only 
pleasing to God, but opens the way for 
Him to work for us. This is well illus- 
trated in the experience of Jehoshaphat 
when Judah was beset by the Moabites 
and Ammonites. “And when he had 
constlted with the people, he appointed 
singers unto the Lord, and that should 
praise the beauty of holiness, as they 
went out before the army, and to say, 
Praise the Lord; for his mercy endureth 
for. ever. And when they began to 
sing and to praise, the Lord set am- 
bushments against the children of Am- 
mon, Moab, and mount Seir, . which 
were come against Judah; and they 
were smitten” (2 Chron. 20:21, 22). It 
will do our own hearts good and give 
the glory due unto His name if we are 
more thankful, and particularly if we 
are alert to see answers to prayer and 
praise Him for them. 
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Thanksgiving Out of the Depths 


HERE are times in the life of most 

Christians when it seems that there 

is nothing to be thankful for. This 
is never true, but when the feeling grips 
us it is hard to overcome. 

A man may be thankful for a devoted 
wife like the woman of Proverbs 31, but 
she may be taken from him, instantly, 
or after weeks of pain and illness. A 
father and mother may rejoice in godly 
children, but they can fall into sin and 
death can claim them. Some exult in 
robust health, having good eyes, ears, 
heart, lungs, digestion, appetite; but any 
or all of these may be lost overnight. We 
may enjoy looking out over fields, for- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“I will sing unto the Lord, be- 
cause he hath dealt bountifully 
with me” (Psa. 13:6). 























ests, lakes, streams, and mountains, and 
hearing the songs of birds and the rush- 
ing sound of mountain streams and 
waterfalls; but sight and hearing often 
fail as we grow older. Perhaps we have 
a comfortable home and pleasant lawn, 
for which we rightly thank God; but 
they may be taken from us. Friends are 
among our most valuable earthly posses- 
sions; but no human being is beyond 
failure, and some of the keenest pain can 
be inflicted by the ruthless, devastating 
words of a former friend, who in a 
moment mars or wrecks the friend- 
ship. Many are gifted musically; but ar- 
thritis can silence the hands that once 
did wondgrs with piano or violin, and 
a throat infection can still a beautiful 
voice. The ruthless competition of) pol- 
itics and business snatches good posi- 
tions away from men and women. 

These things are realities, and they 
are happening all the time all over the 
world to believers as well as unbe- 
lievers. When they invade our own 
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home, how can we be thankful? Is 
there any remedy for that awful feeling 
of despair and disillusionment, when 
the bottom seems to have dropped out 
of everything and all our praise has 
been drained away? Yes, it is still 
possible to find many reasons for 
thanksgiving. The secret lies in remem- 
bering “those things which cannot be 
shaken” (Heb. 12:27). They constitute 
the eternal wealth of all who have been 
“blessed . . . with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1: 
3). At this 1958 Thanksgiving season, 
when the world is in turmoil, the 
church in confusion, and Christian 
workers are being pressed almost be- 
yond measure, it will lift our hearts to 
review what God has given us. 

The Bible—Each of ts may own a 
copy today and read it freely. Here we 
learn of God’s dealings with men from 
eternity to eternity, of His plans for 
this world, of the free gift of salvation, 
of His sufficient grace, of the ultimate 
triumph of righteousness, and the bliss 
and glories of Heaven. Here we find 
His “exceeding great and precious prom- 
ises” (2 Pet. 1:4), and drink in the 
“patience and comfort of the scriptures” 
(Rom. 15:4). : 

The Lord Jesus Christ——Through Him 
we have the forgiveness of sins, peace 
with God, “and the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding” (Phil. 4:7). 
How very great is the blessing of know- 
ing that, whatever may happen to our 
bodies, possessions, and loved ones, we 
are safe in Him for eternity! And He 
it is who is coming back to take out 
His Church and establish His righteous 
rule on earth. 

The Holy Spirit—We are sealed by 
Him (Eph. 1:13), indwelt by Him (1 
Cor. 6:19), taught and comforted by 
Him (John 14: 26). 


God the Father.—He loves us because 
we love and believe in Christ (John 
16:27). He knows our needs and prom- 
ises to supply them (Matt. 6:8, 33). 
He has numbered the very hairs of 
our head (Matt. 10:30). He created 
and upholds all the beauties of the 
world and the universe which so delight 
our senses and our minds. He so loved 
us that He gave His Son for us. 

Prayer.—Have we thought enough of 
what an indescribable privilege it is to 
be able to talk freely, at any time, 
with our Heavenly Father? The way 
of access has been opened by His Son, 
and we are urged to pour out our 
hearts before Him and make our re- 
quests known (Psa. 62:8; Phil. 4:6). 
Prayer makes the darken’d cloud withdraw, 
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw, 

Gives exercise to faith and love, 
Brings every blessing from above. 
—William Cowper 

“Psalms and Hymns and Spiritual 
Songs” (Col. 3:16).—The Psalms of 
David run the whole gamut of human 
expérience and feeling, and many a 
dark cloud of depression and dis- 
couragement will be dissipated by a 
patient, thoughtful, prayerful reading 
of several psalms in succession. What 
a heritage we have in our hymnology! 
It is most rewarding to commit to mem- 
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ory some of the grand old hymns, for 
.many of them were hammered out on 
the anvil of experience in the heat of 
fiery trials, and they will bring comfort 
to our own hearts in sickness, sleepless- 
ness, and distress. They are an efficient 
means of helping us to stay our minds 
on God and set our affection on things 
above (Isa. 26:3; Col. 3:1-3). And there 
are good “spiritual songs,” of a lighter 
sort than the church hymns, but they 
may nevertheless help to get certain- 
truths into our hearts. 

God’s Dealings With Israel.—It is good 
at times to let our thoughts go com- 
pletely out and away from ourselves, 
and let them range back over the his- 
tory of redemption as it is revealed to 
us in the Scriptures. Our hearts will 
be warmed and encouraged as we think 
of God’s patience, mercy, tenderness, 
and power displayed on behalf of His 
Chosen People, Israel. As we read of 
their repeated rebellion and hardness 
of heart, their insolence toward God, 
their murmuring, critical, and disobe- 
dient spirit toward their leaders, and 
see how ‘again and again God has 
brought them back to Himself and not 
abandoned them, we may take courage 
for our own wicked and deceitful hearts 
and believe that He will not forsake us. 
We should be thankful that we have 
lived to see the formation of the State 
of Israel ten years ago and that we 
can trust God to fulfill all His promises 
toward His people. 

Modern Inventions and Discoveries.— 
How terrible must surgical operations 
have been before anesthetics were dis- 
covered! What a blessing that God al- 
lowed Sir James Simpson and others to 
learn of the properties of chloroform 
and ether! Even in our own day anti- 
biotics have hastened the cure of cer- 
tain diseases. It is a great boon for 

(Continued on page 818) 








What Is a Fundamentalist? 


N NEXT week’s issue the Tres will 
I reprint an editorial called “Un- 
ashamed Fundamentalists,” which was 
first published May 26, 1945. Since 
there is- much misunderstanding and 
confusion even among Fundamentalists 
today, it has been requested that this 
article be reprinted. It was issued as 
a pamphlet by the Philadelphia Fun- 
damentalists, but the supply is ex- 
hausted. é ' 

The article defines the terms “Fun- 
damentalist” and “Fundamentalism,” 
and traces the history of the movement 
for the last nearly fifty years. It gives 
the names of many outstanding de- 
fenders of the faith in this era, names 
books that have strengthened faith, 
tells‘ of some of the great conferences 
oh prophecy and the Second Coming, 
and includes a nine-point doctrinal 
statement drawn up by the Resolutions 
Committee appointed by the Bible con- 
ference held in Philadelphia in 1919. 

This article gives important histori- 
cal facts, unknown to many today, and 
is a challenge still to hold fast “the 
faith once delivered unto the saints.” 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Is Lawbreaking Sin? 


Is it sin for a Christian to disobey 
our traffic laws and regulations of our 
land?—An Ontario reader. 


The Bible says: “For whatsoever is not 
of faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23); “All un- 
righteousness is sin” (1 John 5:17). 
Christians ought to be careful to obey 
the laws of the land, because it 
is right and for the sake of their testi- 
mony. One of the clearest New Testa- 
ment passages on this subject is Romans 
13: “Let every soul be subject unto the 
higher powers. For there is no power 
but of God: the powers that be are 
ordained of God. . . . For rulers are not 
a terror to good works, but to the evil. 
Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 
power? do that which is good, and thou 
shalt have praise of the same . . . Where- 
fore ye must needs be subject, not only 
for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 
. . . Let us walk honestly, as in the 
day” (vv. 1, 3, 5, 13). 

There are certain vehicles that appear 
to break the traffic laws, yet some ex- 
ceptions are allowed by law. A police 
lieutenant in the Traffic Division in 
Philadelphia informed the Editor that, 
under the Motor Vehicle Code of Penn- 
sylvania, Section on Rules of the Road, 
emergency vehicles, when sounding an 
audible signal or flashing lights and 
driven in a safe manner, are not bound 
by traffic signals. This applies to fire 
engines, police patrols, and public and 
private ambulances on emergency runs. 
It also applies to a private car under 
the direction of a police officer, when, 
for example, it is pursuing a criminal 
or taking an injured or sick person to a 
hospital. The lieutenant stressed the 
fact that all such vehicles must be 
driven in a safe manner, with special 
caution at corners; and pointed out that 
they rarely exceed the actual speed 
laws within the city limits, even though 
they seem to do so because of the slow- 
ness of the other traffic. Probably the 
same regulations would be in force in 
most other states. 

In the course of his conversation, the 
lieutenant made this significant com- 
ment: “People seem to be more con- 
cerned today about their rights on the 
road than they are about their duties 
and obligations to other people. They 
are quick to criticize an emergency 
patrol, which is allowed to go through 
a red light, and which may delay them 
for a minute or two.” He feels that this 
is a selfish attitude and quite char- 
acteristic of the present day. He was 
interested when 2 Timothy 3:1-4 was 
called to his attention as a picture of 
today’s prevailing selfishness and law- 


> lessness. 


Exceeding ‘the speed limits on the 
highways is a very common misde- 
meanor, even among Christians. Vio- 
lations are often overlooked, if they 
are not excessive; and the laws are 
hard to enforce because there are not 

(Continued on page 818) 
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Hymns of Thanksgiving 


The background of some of our. best-known songs of praise 


HANKSGIVING DAY is a holiday 

that is almost exclusively Ameri- 

can. With the exception of our 
neighbor, Canada, which observes its 
day of thanksgiving on a Monday early 
in October, no other land has a national 
holiday such as ours. 

We may be surprised, therefore, to 
discover that our traditional Thanks- 
giving hymns have come to us, from 
other lands, and that none of those in 
general use have been written espe- 
cially for Thanksgiving Day. Further- 
more, the classic hymns of thanksgiv- 
ing deal with two major, but different, 
themes: either thanks for the harvest or 
thanks for the providence of God in na- 
tional affairs. Indeed, these two ele- 
ments have been intertwined in the ob- 
servance of our Thanksgiving Day since 
the beginning. 

When the Pilgrims held their Thanks- 
giving feast in the autumn of 1621, the 
occasion was reminiscent of the har- 
vest festivals of England. Almost two 
years after the first festival, on July 30, 
1623, the Pilgrims held a day of thanks- 
giving and prayer which had been desig- 
pated by the governor of the Colony. 
It had none of the elements of the “har- 
vest home” or of feasting, but was a 
public occasion of thankfulness to di- 
vine Providence. Perhaps the Pilgrims 
brought this idea from Holland where 
special days of thanksgiving and prayer 
had been proclaimed on numerous oc- 
casions. 


An Ancient Dutch Hymn 


Almost as ancient as our first Thanks- 
giving Days (1621 and 1623) is the 
hymn, “We Gather Together,” which 
originated in the Netherlands about 
1625. Its authorship is unknown, but it 
first appeared in a collection of songs 
edited by the musician, ~ Adrianus 
Valerius, and published in Haarlem in 
1626. For more than two centuries the 
song was unknown beyond the borders 
of the Netherlands. Then it was dis- 
covered by Eduard Kremser, director of 
a male singing society in Vienna. In 
1877 he had it translated into German 
and himself added the words, “Make us 
free,” which give the song its trium- 
phant finale. He also made a new ar- 
rangement of the original melody which 
had been derived from a Netherlands 
folk song. As a reward, his name, 
Kremser, has been given to the majestic 
tune. The English translation was made 
by Theodore Baker in 1894. Thus, this 
national song of thanksgiving has come 
to us from Dutch to German to English. 

“We Gather Together”’is not really a 
hymn, but rather a patriotic song such 
as appears in times of war. Yet it is 
now included in most Dutch hymnals 
and in some hymnbooks in the United 
States. The harshness of its original 
warlike words has been softened and its 
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When a minister or superintend- 
ent announces hymns, it arouses 
interest and adds warmth to the 
singing if he can tell his people 
something about the writing of the 
hymns. They are a very definite 
means of worship and by them we 
admonish, comfort, and strengthen 
one another. Many of our greatest 
hymns have been written in times 
of stress or after deep, personal ex- 
periences, and that is why they 
continue to be a help to us today, 
decades after the words and music 
were first written.. Mr. Gillan has 
brought together brief sketches of 
the circumstances in which several 
of our hymns which are appropriate 
to this season have been written. 

The Times will publish also arti- 
cles by Mr. Gillan on Christmas and 
Easter hymns and the hymns of 
Charles Wesley. 








tone elevated as it has passed through 
the mill of its two translations. 

To appreciate the song fully we must 
take a look at its historical setting. 
Through much of the sixteenth century 
the Netherlands had been struggling to 
gain two freedoms: national freedom 
from Spain and religious freedom from 
the Roman Catholic Church. At length, 
in 1609, a truce had been declared and 
the country had a breathing spell. In 
1625 Frederick Henry,’ youngest son of 
the heroic William the Silent, had be- 
come Stadtholder of the Union of Dutch 
Provinces. 
geous leadership the former vassal state 
grew into a nation and a world power. 
The Dutch East India Company de- 
veloped a commerce which actually sur- 
passed that of the English. Rembrandt, 
Hals, and Vermeer made this the golden 
age of Dutch art. 

Out of this era,of tragedy and tri- 
umph came the song, “We Gather To- 
gether,” echoing the trials of the past 
and sounding the note of hope for the 
future: 


Thanksgiving in Oppression 

“The wicked oppressing now cease 
from distressing” was doubtless an al- 
lusion to the terrible persecutions at the 
hands of the Spaniards in the name of 
religion. Antwerp and other cities had 
been sacked, their inhabitants massa- 
cred, and many houses burned. But 
now, for fifteen years, there had been 
relief from such perils. “So from the 


’ beginning tlie fight we are winning.” 


The Dutch Protestants believed that 
God had brought them deliverance. 
“And pray that Thou still our defender 
will be.” The struggle is not yet ended. 
There are battles ahead. And with the 
help of God they will win. In 1648 the 
power of Spain was broken and the 
Netherlands emerged triumphant. 


Under his wise and coura-_ 


By OSCAR T. GILLAN 


From the same period of history, but 
from the land of Germany, comes an- 
other of the truly great hymns of 
Thanksgiving, “Now Thank We All Our 
God,” Its author was Martin Rinkart, 
archdeacon at Eilenburg, Saxony. Here 
he was born (1586), here he died (1649), 
and here he performed his heroic serv- 
ice all through the terrible Thirty Years’ 
War. , 

Eilenburg was a walled town and dur- 
ing the war it was often flooded with 
refugees. Pestilence and famine came, 
too. During the great plague of 1637 
all the town officials and clergy either 
died or fled, and Rinkart was left to 
minister to the dying and to bury the 
dead. Each day he read the burial serv- 
ice for forty, or even fifty, persons—to 
an.astounding total of 4,480! More than 
8,000 people died, among them Rinkart’s 
own wife. 

In the famine that followed the 
plague Rinkart found as many as thirty 
or forty people fighting over a dead 
cat or crow. With the burgomaster and 
one other citizen he organized relief 
measures. To the wretched people who 
flocked to his door he gave away every- 
thing but the barest rations for his fam- 
ily. 

The town was taken by the Austrians 
and twice by the Swedes who levied a 
fine of 30,000 thalers on one occasion. 
Rinkart went to intercede with the 
Swedish General Dorfling but his plea 
was rejected. Turning to the citizens 
who had followed him he cried,’ “Come, 
my children, we can find no hearing, no 
mercy with men; let us take refuge 
with God.” Then, falling on his knees 
he prayed with such earnestness that 
the general was moved and reduced the 
levy to 8,000 thalers and at last to 2,000. 


A Delayed Recognition 

At times during the war soldiers were 
quartered in Rinkart’s house, plunder- 
ing his household possessions and _ his 
meager supply of grain. So great were 
his losses and charities that he could 
scarcely feed and clothe his own chil- 
dren, mortgaging his income for years 
ahead. 

For all Rinkart’s' prodigious . labors 
and sacrifices the town manifested little 
gratitude. The Peace of Westphalia, 
which came on October 24, 1648, found 
him impoverished and broken) in body 
as well. He died the following year. 
Recognition was long in coming. Three 
centuries after his birth—in 1886—a me- 
morial tablet was affixed to the house in 
which he had lived. 

As a boy, Martin Rinkart had been a 
chorister in the famous St. Thomas’ 
Church in Leipzig, where Bach was 
later master of music. He was a skilled 
musician and a prolific writer. Of his 
66 hymns a few are still in use in Ger- 


(Continued on page 817) 
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- A Survey of Religious ‘Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





HE Church of Sweden is facing one 
| of the most serious crises in its his- 
tory of the last few centuries, in 
the question of the ordination of women. 
The Swedish Government asked the 
Church Assembly of 1957 to initiate a 
proposal, and pass such a measure on 
the ordination of women as could be 
adopted and ratified by Parliament. 
After discussing the subject, the Church 
Assembly voted against it, by a large 
majority. The government then took 
direct action in defiance of the express 
wish of the church and passed an Act to 
legalize the admission of women to the 
priesthood, which of course did not 
mean that it had become’church law. 
The Government of Sweden is free at 
any time to order the Church Assembly 
to meet and consider a_ proposition. 
Many people in that country feel that 
the State Church is nbw in Opposition 
to a government Act, and in ‘so doing, is 
disloyal to the State. At the same time 
the church is aware that it mtay be ap- 
proaching an hour when it will be losing 
much of its freedom. More than one- 
half of the clergy in Sweden, and over 
one-half of the faithful laity are op- 
posed to the ordination of Women. The 
High Church particularly rejects such a 
move, claiming that there is no Scrip- 
tural-warrant for it, and that this goes 
back te gnosticisn?, with its female 
priests. The Orthodox and Low Church 
Lutherans oppose it as not found in pure 
Lutheran tradition, while the Liberal 
Evangelicals recall the fact that Christ 
‘chose only men for the apostolic com- 
pany. 


The World Radio Missionary Fellow- 
ship, Inc.—Springing from the very rich 
and fruitful experiences of radio station 
HCJB (Voice of the Andes) in Quito, 
Ecuador, where the Gospel has been 
broadcast for nearly thirty years, there 
has recently been organized the World 
Radio Missionary Fellowship, Inc. . This 
group is particularly interested in the 
possibilities of wider radio broadcasting 
on the European continent, where 
600,000,000 people live today. 

In 1956, this fellowship authorized 
Mr. Harold Van Broekhoven to carry on 
an extensive investigation of the possi- 
bilities of such broadcasting, a task that 
took him to twenty-two countries of 
Europe, and over 138,000 miles. Mr. 
Van Broekhoven was used in establish- 
ing TGNA in 1940, the radio voice of the 
Central America Mission. If the plans 
should materialize, the project would be 
manned almost entirely by Europeans 
and would carry religious programs of 
an evangelical and interdenominational 
nature to every corner of the continent 
of Europe, to the British Isles, and to 
whatever additional areas the station 
would reach. Over 100,000 signatures 
have’ been securec on petitions urging 
the establishment of such a medium. 

The most immediate requirements are 





the assignment of frequencies and 
broadcasting licensing. It is felt by the 
entire organization (with headquarters 
in Quito, and offices in the United 
States) that intelligent and intensive 
prayer by God’s people can produce the 
same fruitful, effective results in 1958 
for the proposed “Radio Europe” as it 
did in 1930 for HCJB. 


Excavations at Hazor, and the Exo- 
dus.—During the summer, an exhibition 
was opened in the Assyrian Room of 
the British Museum, in which was dis- 
played a large selection of interesting 
finds at the newly excavated Biblical 
city of Hazor, also called Hatsor. The 
claim is being made by experts who 
have been engaged in this work that the 
discoveries almost settle the date for 
the Exodus, as about 1240 B.C. If this is 
correct, all who have been so tena- 
ciously holding to the early date of 1440 
B.C. must readjust their chronological 
dating of some of the events of the Old 
Testament. 

Hazor, destroyed by Joshua, was re- 
built later by Solomon and finally de- 
stroyed by the Assyrian king, Tiglath- 
pileser III. Fragments of jars from the 
eighth and ninth centuries B.C. bear He- 
brew inscriptions, the first of such kind 
to be discovered in Galilee from the pe- 
riod of the Kingdom Age. This city 
once had a population of 40,000. 

During the recent fourth season of 
digging, 320 workers were employed, of 
whom 40 were students. Though the 
four years of excavation have un- 
covered 150,000 separate objects, it is 
said that at the present rate of digging, 
eight hundred years will be required to 
explore all the strata of this one site. 


Where Are C.L.M. Workers?—During 
the last eighty years probably more 
people have followed with their 
prayers, and supported with gifts, the 
work of the great China Inland Mission 
than any other independent missionary 
venture in the western world (I refer to 
those groups not identified with a par- 
ticular denomination). Now that China 
is closed to missionary activity, many 
have wondered where the missionaries 
to that land are working at the present 
time, particularly the younger men and 
women who are not due for retirement. 

While in London this summer, I asked 
friends at the China Inland Mission if 
they would draw up a list of the coun- 
tries in which their workers have been 
placed, with the number of missionaries 
in each. I am happy to pass on this in- 
formation: Japan 45, Formosa 31, Hong 
Kong 11, Laos 9, Thailand 138, Malaya 
97, Singapore 41, Indonesia 21, the Phil- 
ippines ‘63, recruits 43, furlough 59. 


Tom Rees’s Mission to Britain —On 
Saturday, October 4, there was launched 
at St. Paul’s Cathedral in London an 
eight-month evangelistic campaign, un- 
der the direction of the gifted evange- 
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list and young people’s worker, Mr. Tom 
Rees, to be known as Mission to Britain. 
Mr. Rees has had twenty-five years of 
experience in evangelistic work, and 
during the past few years has been able 
to draw large audiences of young people 
on Saturday evenings, filling the largest, 
auditorium available in London. 

The plan is to visit every major ur- 
ban center in Great Britain, with the 
assistance of a number of co-operating 
evangelists. The October schedule for 
Mr. Rees was planned to take him to 
twenty-three different cities in England, 
with a similar schedule for every month 
through next May. It is a terrific pro- 
gram, probably unique in the history of 
evangelism. 


Atlanta Bible Institute Becomes At- 
lanta Southern Bible College.—The At- 
lanta Bible Institute has changed its 
name to the Atlanta Southern Bible 
College, located at 759 W. Peachtree St., 
N.E., Atlanta 8. This change is due to 
the demand in that area for a 
broadened program in the field of 
Christian education. The newly ap- 
pointed president is Dr. Charles Seiden- 
spinner, who for some years was a 
member of the faculty of the Provi- 
dence-Barrington Bible College in Prov- 
idence, Rhode Island. 
time he is serving his fourth term as 
president of the North American As- 
sociation of Bible Institutes and Bible 
Colleges, he is vice-president of the 
National Association of Evangelicals, 
and a member of a number of mission- 
ary councils. 


Jewish Japanese.—In the last few 
years about eight thousand Japanese 
have been persuaded to accept the Jew- 
ish faith, and are now banded together 
in an organization known as the Union 
of Jewish Japanese. Many of these con- 
verts are planning to migrate to Israel; 
in fact, the Ministry of Religious Affairs 
in Jerusalem predicts that by 1968 there 


will be as many as one hundred thou- © 


sand Japanese Jews in Israel. Many of 


_ these are from the professional class, 


business women, and technicians. 


Bible Portions. in~ 1,130 Languages.— 
The announcements of the American 
Bible Society always give cause for re- 
joicing. The most recent report is that 
some part of the Bible has now been 
published in 1,130 languages and dialects. 
Nineteen new languages have been 
added to this list since the last report, 
five of which now have a Scripture por- 
tion for the first time: Anuak, spoken in 
the Sudan; Aztec of Guerrero, Mexico; 
Beti, the Camerouns; Binukid, a dialect 
spoken in the Philippines; and Pocom- 
chi, in Guatemala. 

The entire Bible has now been pub- 
lished in 215 languages, and the com-: 
plete New Testament in 270 languages. 
Last year five Bibles were published 
for the first time in the following 
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languages: Kanda, spoken in Kenya; 
Lakher, in Assam; Ndau, spoken in 
Rhodesia; Tigrinya, in Eritrea; and 
Tumbuka, in Nyasaland. Five complete 
New Testaments were issued for the 
first time in Central Chuana, Bechuana- 
land; Habbe, in French West Africa; 
Kilega, spoken in Belgian Congo; Manus 
Island, Admiralty Islands; and Truk, 
spoken in the Caroline Islands. 


Pocket Testament Program in Nigeria. 
—One outstanding Christian organiza- 
tion in our country that does not get the 
mewspaper notice it deserves is the 
Pocket- Testament League (offices at 49 
Honeck St., Englewood, N. J.). Begin- 
ning this fall, the League is undertak- 
ing a two-year program in Africa and 
the Orient, beginning at Nigeria, which 
in 1960 will become independent. Its 
capital, Logos, has been for centuries a 
notorious slave market center. To date, 
the Pocket Testament League Gospels 
have been printed in four of the lan- 
guages of this area, spoken by about 
eleven million people. With its coming 
independence,; Nigeria will have the 
largest free Negro population of any 
country in the world, over thirty-five 
million. 


“Study of Bible Reduces Crime” is the 
title of a brochure recently issued by 
Mr. J. B. Spillman, director of the Way, 
Truth, and Life Book Club (911 S. 
Tryon St., Apt. 4, Charlotte 2, N. C.). 
The following thought-provoking para- 
graphs are taken from this brochure, 
which I would suggest that my readers 
secure. 

“Survey Number Three is a detailed 
study of the FBI report on crime in cer- 
tain cities of 25,000 or more population. 
Let us compare, first, Memphis and At- 
lanta. Memphis has 394,012 population; 
crimes 1955, 5,232, crimes 1957, 6,787; 
police protection estimated to _ cost 
$5,000 per policeman per year, $5.76 per 
capita. Atlanta has 327,090 population; 
crimes 1955, 10,153, crimes 1957, 14,821; 
police protection cost per capita $10.47. 
Atlanta is paying per year $439,000 more 
than Memphis for police protection and 
has more than twice as much crime. 
Why? One reason is that all public 
school students in Memphis are taught 
the Bible for character building by their 
regular teachers who are paid out of 
tax funds. 

“Next compare Charlotte and Chat- 
tanooga. Chattanooga has 130,333 popu- 
lation; crimes 1955, 1,726, crimes 1957, 
3,176; police protection cost per capita 
$7.26. Charlotte has 133,218 popula- 
tion; crimes 1955, 4,020, crimes 1957, 
4,186; police protection cost per capita 
$10.18. Charlotte pays $405,000 more for 
police protection than Chattanooga. 
Why? Chattanooga has. 68 Bible 
teachers who, teach Bible Character 
Building to 28,000 students. Charlotte 
has 8 Bible teachers teaching 2,769 stu- 
dents. ... 

“Recently we examined seventy-five 
Public School readers in one Charlotte 
school. They were printed by some of 
the leading publishers. We failed to 
find the name of God, Christ, Bible, 
Church, Sundgy School in a single one. 
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Many of the Christmas, Easter, Thanks- 
giving books did not have the name of 
Jesus Christ in them. ‘Such books pro- 
mote juvenile delinquency and are defi- 
nitely preparing the ground for just 
such lawless children as are described.” 


Alcoholism continues to be a world- 
wide problem.—A document published 
in Paris declares that more than one- 
half of the juvenile delinquents in 
France are children of drunkards, that 
60 per cent of all criminals are ad- 
dicted to alcohol, and 40 per cent of 
road accidents can be attributed di- 
rectly to intoxication. In Sweden, 
drunkenness has increased 63 per cent 
in the last three years, since restrictions 
on liquor purchases were removed. In 
Stockholm, the iricrease was 230 per 
cent. 

The City Welfare Commissioner of 
New York City reports that one out of 


every four families appealing to the city. 


for assistance does so because the fa- 
ther is an alcoholic. According to 
newspaper reports, 60 per cent of the 
Polish youth in schools drink alcoholic 
beverages, often spending scholarship 
money to do so. Bavaria, with a popu- 
lation of 9,000,000, holds the beer-drink- 
ing record of the world. An average of 
31.5 gallons of beer was consumed last 
year by each man, woman, and child in 
the state. ‘Inasmuch as many of the 
children do not drink, it may be said 
that some adults were drinking 50 gal- 
lons of beer a year. 


The World Council on Christian Edu- 
cation recently convened in Japan. At 
a public rally on August 7th, the presi- 
dent of the group, Bishop Shot K. 
Mondol, Bishop of India, said: “It is 
not necessary for me to tell you in de- 
tail the difficulty we face due to re- 
strictions being placed in the way of 
teaching our Holy Scriptures in our 
Christian schools. Countries that have 
declared themselves as secular govern- 
ments on democratic principles are re- 
luctant to permit the teaching of any 
one kind of scriptures in our day school. 
Thus, that one period of Bible study 
each day which meant so much to the 
spiritual life of the past generation is 
now gone. 

“There is a likelihood of a spiritual 
vacuum being created. We are slowly 
developing a new generation of spiritual 
illiterates who do not understand the 
essentials of our Christian faith. There- 
fore I would want to impress on this 
world body that we must have a genu- 
ine concern as to how ‘to fill effectively 
this gap in religious education through 
our Sunday schools. 

“In the present context of changing 
situation, we must readjust our spiritual 
resources to make the Sunday school 
even more of an evangelizing agency of 
the church. Whether the Government 
is secular or theocratic, we Christians 
have a commission from our Lord to 
proclaim to the people the inexhaustible 
riches of Christ, not in any arrogance 
or condescending attitude but by a 
humble, simple witness of what Christ 
has done for us. This obligation is in- 
herent in our Christian faith. There is 
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nothing of religious or spiritual im- 
perialism in it as some imagine.” 

I was surprised to note the frank 
statements of Dr. Otto Dibelius, Bishop 
of Berlin, in an address at this conven- 
tion, reported quite fully in the Japan 
Times for August 11. Dr. Dibelius said 
that Russia is following the methods 


‘ used by Mussolini and later by Hitler, 


in first announcing some sympathy with 
the church, and then changing this pol- 
icy and doing everything possible to 
suppress all church activities and Chris- 
tian liberty. 

“Today it is quite frankly declared by 
leading officials of what is called the 
German Democratic Republic: ‘Our Ger- 
man Democratic Republic,’ they say, ‘is 
an atheist state. Only atheist individ- 
uals are éntitled to get employment in 
the educational system of our state.’ 

“The development is bound to be the 
same always: With a passion of unprece- 
dented intensity, the totalitarian state 
devotes itself to the issue of education. 
The intensity of that passion is due to 
the growing awareness of the state’s 
genesis. It is a painful but historical 
fact that the present totalitarian state 
never stemmed from the mentality or 
from the real will of the nation. It is 
rather due to a minority which man- 
aged to get the upper hand over the 
vast majority of the people. Domina- 
tion by that minority is simply and pri- 
marily held through means of terror. 
Every man knows that the story of 
Soviet power is a story of blood and 
murder. The stories of ‘national social- 
ism and of communism in Hungary are 
replete with the same proficiency of 
terror... 

“To educate the young is proclaimed 
to be the monopoly of the state. To 
shape the minds of the young is a for- 
bidden undertaking for anyone who is 
not a direct functionary of the party 
state. It is especially suspect when un- 
dertaken as a commission of the Chris- 
tian church. In Soviet Russia, the 
Church is legally prohibited to have 
any contact with youth. In other coun- 
tries, Communist rulers have not yet 
dared to proceed so radically. Yet even 
there, everything is done to harass 
Christian educators and make religious 
instruction impracticable. Though the 
Constitution of the German East Zone 
Republic literally guarantees the right 
of Christian instruction; it has been 
superseded by a symptomatic decree 
saying that Christian teaching shall not 
be given in the morning hours when the 
minds of the young are receptive and 
fresh.” 


Arab refugees at the present time 
number 1,037,821, according to a factual 
article just released. Of this number, 
more than half are in Jordan. With its 
inadequate budget, the United Nations 
Agency has been caring for these refu- 
gees for years on as little as seven cents 
per person each day, which covers ex- 
penditures for food, blankets, fuel, shel- 
ter, etc. Perhaps one out of ten adult 
men in these camps is able to find em- 
ployment in nearby cities. What will 
ultimately happen to these one million 
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people, no one knows. It is one of the 
real problems of modern statesmanship. 


The Ninth International Congress for 
the History of Religions met in Tokyo, 
the first week of September, with 125 
scholars from 25 foreign countries and 
550 Japanese participating. The Con- 
gress was the first to be held outside 
Europe since its creation in 1900. The 
Japanese paper reporting this conven- 
tion says, “National flags that are 
customarily hung:in the hall at interna- 
tional meetings were conspicuously ab- 
sent,” though no reason is given for this. 

The youngest brother of the Emperor 
who is a scholar of ancient Oriental his- 
tory defended the Japanese concept of 
“kami” and “hotoke” as against the 
western idea of God, which would be 
the Judaeo-Christian concept. 

I personally was sorry to note in this 
report that Dr. Erwin R. Goodenough, 
professor at Yale University, in thank- 
ing the host organization, expressed the 
hope that the foreign visitors would “re- 
turn immensely enriched by having par- 
ticipated in the noble reverence at the 
shrines and temples.” 


Birth Control and the Church of Eng- 
land—A group of clergymen in the 
Church of England, strongly opposing 
the resolution of the recent Lambeth 
Conference on the question of birth con- 
trol, has met in secret sessions to dis- 
cuss an ultimatum to the forty-three 
diocesan bishops of the Church of Eng- 
lang. It is rumored that if this decision 
on birth control is not repudiated, they 
may leave the church and take their 
congregations with them. Many of the 
members of this group are Anglo-Cath- 
olic in position, and it may mean that 
they will go over into Romanism if their 
wish is not granted. 


Rome Cracks Down in the Philip- 
pines.—In the Philippines, Archbishop 
Jose M. Cuenco of Iloilo City, has 
threatened excommunication for Catho- 
lics who study in Protestant schools; 
and announced that, commencing May 
31, 1958, all those who study in the Cen- 
tral Philippine University (an Ameri- 
can Baptist institution), or in the Doilo 
Mission Hospital School of Nursing, will 
be punished by excommunication. This 
also applies to anyone supporting the 
Y.M.C.A. Evangelicals in that country 
state that such a move will precipitate 
a grave internal conflict in the Roman 
Catholic Church since there are hun- 
dreds of their adherents in these Prot- 
estant institutions. 


Soviet Attacks on Religion— Among 
the new efforts in the Soviet anti- 
religious activities today is the one by 
which they hope to capture the tra- 
ditional strongholds of the church: Bap- 
tism and marriage ceremonies. The fol- 
lowing appears in the London Daily 
Telegraph, September 3, 1958: “Accord- 
ing to one critic ‘the civil act of register- 
ing a birth at the official registrar’s 
office is very frequently extremely 
formal, boring, and dull.’ Consequently 
many Russians go through the religious 
ceremony—not only because they are 
religious, but because the ceremony it- 
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self is a pleasing one. A first fruit of 
the agitation in official circles for im- 
pressive secular rites is the opening of 
a model registry office in a suburb of 
Moscow. Pictures show pleasantly fur- 
nished rooms and a table laden with 
champagne. Significantly, two of the 
seven brides are wearing white. In 
Odessa the encouragement of secular 
rites will be entrusted to an experimen- 
tal ‘House of the Atheist’ the local 
centre for all antireligious activities— 
lectures, exhibitions, and the training 
of propagandists: who will be sent to 
evangelize for science. All this is part 
of an upsurge in antireligious activities 
during the past year. The prime target 
is the Vatican, but the Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses and’ the Baptists are also under 
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fire. There have been few direct at- 
tacks on the Russian Orthodox Church 
itself.” 

High Ranking Dupes at Lourdes.—A 
periodical called The Catholic Family 


Newspaper, published each Friday in : 


London, has a most significant article 
on the front page headed with the fol- 
lowing statement in large black letters, 
“Statesmen of Europe Unite at Lourdes.” 
The article goes on to say that among 
these statesmen praying together the 
last Week of August at Lourdes, attend- 
ing mass, and doing penitential exer- 
cises, were two ex-premiers of France; 
three of General de Gdulle’s new min- 
isters; the president of the Kortes in 
Spain, twenty members of Parliament 
from Germany, Belgium, Italy, etc. 


Hl. The Foundations. of Civilization 


Man on his own in the early 
chapters of Genesis 


\HE story that unfolds itself before 

us in the early chapters of Genesis, 
except for the interventions of God in 
the lives of Abel, Enoch, Noah, and 
Abraham, could very well be entitled 
“Man on His Own.”. Take the fourth 
chapter for an example. In the open- 
ing verses we find Cain, Adam’s first- 
born, as the murderer of his brother 
Abel, whose death was of such signifi- 
cance that the New Testament gives him 
first place among the heirs of the right- 
eousness which is by faith (Heb. 11:4). 
In Genesis 4:16 we have the suggestive 
statement, “And Cain went out from 
the presence of the Lord.” Between 
verses 17 and 22 there is the brief his- 
tory of three early descendants of Cain, 
Jabal, Jubal, and Tubal-cain, who, to- 
gether with their ignoble ancestor, are 
credited with laying the foundations of 
human civilization. And it is most 
noteworthy that the four components 
of civilized life which they deemed in- 
dispensable—human habitation, animal 
food, metallic implements, and the fine 
arts which feed man’s psychic nature— 
are still the goal of modern society’s 
striving. The chapter then closes with 
the birth of Enos, the son of Seth, Eve’s 
second disappointment. In his time the 
profanation of Jehovah’s name became 
a practice. 

The division of mankind into national 
units began very soon after the Flood 
(Gen. 10:5) and. became accelerated 
after the dispersion at Babel (Gen. 11: 
1-9). Progress under the inspiration of 
Satan was on the march. 

Moses ben Maimon, in his Commen- 
tary on the Mishna, published in 1168, 
holds that idolatry had its inception in 
the time of Enos, when men began to 
call their idols by the name Jehovah. 
His view seems to be. in accord with St, 
Paul’s trenchant description of the ori- 
gin of paganism in Romans 1:28, “And 


~even as they did not like to retain God 


in their knowledge, God gave them over 
to a reprobate mind.” This is “the way 
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of Cain.” Beginning as the infidelity 
of one man, it has affected the course of 
nations throughout history, and is still 
to bear its evil fruit in the closing days 
of the present age (Jude 11). 

The greatest event of history ‘past, 
apart from the birth of Christ, is God’s 
choice of Abraham. We are of course 
familiar with the’ story of that divinely 
conceived and covenanted relationship 
that occupies chapters 12 to 25 of the 
Book: of Genesis. But in Hebrews 11 
we are given an inspired commentary 


on the great patriarch’s faith and life - 


that challenges the imagination. 

The call of Abraham was a divine 
master move. With a view to laying 
long-range plans for restoring the world 
which had been ruined by sin, God took 
Abraham out of the very heart of pagan 
civilization and related him in faith, 
first to Himself, then also to Abel, 
Enoch, and Noah, the men who had 
kept the faith while the rest of the hu- 
man race was coming increasingly under 
the displeasure of God, finally to be 
carried away by the Flood. 

As the father of many nations (Gen. 
17:4), Abraham was to become the 
founder of a new civilization. All the 
hungers and drives that make for prog- 
ress were present in Abraham. He 
looked for a city (Heb. 11:10), he sought 
a country (Heb. 11:14), he desired pos- 
terity (Gen. 12:2, 3). But now, in keep- 
ing with his new relationship and ori- 
entation, all these things had to be 
possessed of a heavenly quality (Heb. 
11:15, 16). In the divine plan they were 
to be the architect’s sketches of the 
Kingdom of God, even as later the tent 
in the wilderness served as the fore- 
shadowing of the eternal Word ulti- 
mately to be clothed in flesh, that He 
might become the Tabernacle of God 
among us (John 1:14). ; 

It is interesting to observe the qual- 
ities that distinguished Abraham, the 
pioneer of God’s new order, from the 
civilization builders-of the Cainite line. 
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Abraham believed God, and so he was 
accounted righteous in His sight; but of 
Cain we read that God had no respect 
for him or his offering. 

Abraham was called the friend (Heb., 
“lover,” as in Isa. 41:8 and 2 Chron. 20: 
7) of God, who, by inference based on 
1 John 2:15b, had renounced this (kos- 
mos) world and all its prospects; but 
Cain was of that wicked one (1 John 
3:12) and did not have the love of the 
Father in him. 

Concerning Abraham, God was sure 
that he would command his descendants 
after him to keep the way of the Lord, 
so that through them all the nations of 
the earth might be blessed (Gen. 18:18, 
19). But Cain and his descendants from 
the beginning did not want to retain 
God in their knowledge (Rom. 1:28), 
and so they laid the foundations of 
paganism, the heart of which has known 
no change to this day. 

In order that the provisions of God’s 
covenant with Abraham might ulti- 
mately be realized, the descendants of 
the patriarch—the line of the promise 
continuing through Isaac and Jacob— 
were made subject to a divinely or- 
dained educational discipline. The pat- 
tern of this discipline can be traced 
from Genesis 15 and on. Its dual symbol 
is a smoking furnace and a burning 
lamp (v. 17). The furnace represents 
the crucible of purification and refine- 
ment (Zech. 13:9; Mal. 3:3); and the 
lamp is the testimony of a people made 
holy unto the Lord, not by some magi- 
cal priestly ritual, but by learning to 
know the true and living God in the 
heights and depths of life, until mind 
and heart and strength are united in 
one consuming passion of love for the 
Holy One of Israel (Isa. 43:10; 62:3; 
66: 19). 

The great lesson that Israel was to 
learn in the furnace of affliction, a les- 
son to be written not on parchment or 
tables of stone, but etched upon the 
conscience and woven into the whole 
fabric of the people’s experience, is in 
part the subject of Moses’ valedictory 
to the young nation encamped on the 
borders of the Land of Promise, and 
this is its distilled essence: “Man doth 
not live by bread only, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of the Lord doth man live” (Deut. 8:2, 
3). 

How basic this concept is to the civil- 
ization that God inaugurated with 
Abraham, and which is to be brought 
to fruition by the Messiah, Abraham’s 
greater son (Matt. 1:1b; Gal. 3:16), can 
be seen in the fact that, at the begin- 
ning of His earthly ministry, our Lord 
chose His conflict with Satan over the 
kingdoms of the world to be joined on 
this proposition. Had He, being “an 
hungred,” given in to this initial temp- 
tation, that would have been tanta- 
mount to an admission that He was 
only human, that is, less than He really 
was, and in consequence the whole Mes- 
Sianic cause would have suffered a 
crushing defeat. But by rejecting this, 
and Satan’s two other specious propos- 
als, our Lord, as Israel’s true Messiah, 
placed His validating signet upon the 
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whole process of revelation, identified 
Himself with Israel’s age-long conflict 
of faith, and insured the coming of the 
day when the kingdoms of this world 
shall become the kingdoms of our God 
and of His Christ. 

Approximately two thousand years 
after the death of Abel, the world was 
so steeped. in paganism that God de- 
cided to write “finis” upon all the civ- 
ilizational process of the past and make 
a new beginning with Abraham. This 
does not mean that the ancient world 
up to that time had known no progress; 
but, there were no abiding “foundations” 
(Heb. 11:10). It was progress without 
an eternal horizon. 

On the other hand, history, both 
sacred and secular, bears witness to the 
fact that God’s covenant with Abraham, 
the principal provision of which was 
the creation of a new nation, through 
which all the other nations of the earth 
would find their blessing, had borne 
rich fruit. 

If we examine a single period in the 
history of Israel, beginning with the 
establishment of the United Kingdom 
under David, in round figures one thou- 
sand years after the call of Abraham, 
and train our sextant upon the closing 
year of Jeremiah’s ministry, we shall 


obtain a time segment of approximately . 


475 years, prior to which the twelve 
tribes had known little of peaceful 
existence. And yet, in less than half a 
century, ,a_ period that can hardly be 
styled tranquil, except for the brief 
reign of Solomon, there was created ‘in 
Israel a literature which, for purity of 
style, range of poetic vision, and depth 
of moral penetration, has no equal in 
the annals of the nations. To this liter- 
ature we must go for an interpretation 
of the metaphor, “sheep.” 
(To be continued) 


s 


Hymns of Thanksgiving 
(Continued from page 813) 


many, and one has become a favorite 
among English-speaking peoples, “Now 
Thank We All Our God.” Such a hymn, 
written amid such calamities, is a testi- 
mony to his faith in God. 

The hymn was at first titled “Tisch- 
Gebetlein” (“Grace at Table”). It is 
at mealtime that we are most fre- 
quently reminded of God’s goodness 
and bounty. And at mealtime there is 
the frequent occasion for the lifting of 
heart and voice in thanksgiving. 

The first two stanzas of the hymn are 
a metrical paraphrase of a portion of 
the Apocryphal Book of Ecclesiasticus 
beginning, “And now let us ‘all praise 
God, Who hath done great things, Who 
hath glorified otf days, and dealeth 
with us according to His loving-kind- 
ness.” The last stanza is a rendition of 
the ancient doxology, “Gloria Patri.” 

It has been said that “Now Thank We 
All Our God” is to Germany what “Old 
Hundredth” is to England. Catherine 
Winkworth, who made the translation 
which so faithfully reflects both the 
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spirit and the dignity of the German 
original, called it “the German Te 
Deum.” The hymn has been used on 
many memorable occasions in Germany, 
England, and America, such as the dedi- 
cation of Cologne Cathedral, Queen Vic- 
toria’s Diamond Jubilee, and the end of 
the Boer War. 

A beautiful song of thanksgiving for 
the ingathering of the harvest is “We 
Plow the Fields and Scatter.” It first 
appeared in 1782 as part of a long de- 
scriptive work, “Paul Erdmann’s Festi- 
val.” In it the author, Matthias Clau- 
dius, pictures a north German harvest 
festival with all its peculiar charm. 
The neighbors gathered in a farmhouse 
sing this “peasants’ song.” Each of the 
17 stanzas is a solo followed by a chorus. 

Seventeen years later eight of the 
stanzas appeared in a songbook for the 
children of the schools of Hanover, then 
in most of the school hymnbooks of 
Germany. The tune by A. P. Schulz 
with its vigorous refrain made the song 
a favorite in Germany and carried it 
to other lands. The English transla- 
tion was made in 1851 by Jane Campbell, 
daughter of the rector of St. James’ 
Church, London. It is a paraphrase 
rather than an exact translation, but 
preserves the character and spirit of 
the German original with, great fidelity. 

It is of interest that “We Plow the 
Fields and Scatter” was written by a 
Commissioner of Agriculture, Matthias 
Claudius. The son of a Lutheran minis- 
ter, Claudius was born in 1740 in Lue- 
beck, Holstein. He began to study for 
the ministry, but ill health intervened 
and he turned to editorial work. In 1776 
he was appointed Commissioner of Ag- 
riculture and Manufactures of the Prin- 
cipality of Hesse-Darmstadt. Here he 
became acquainted with Goethe and 
other freethinkers and lost for a time 
the faith of his youth. Yet his. earlier 
Christian training prevailed. He re- 
signed his lucrative position and re- 
turned to his literary work with a new 
spirit. 

Like another poet who sang, “Back of 
the loaf . . . the shower and the sun and 
the Father’s will,” Claudius saw man 
and God working together to produce 
the harvest. Man plows and plants, but 
God sends the sunshine and the rain— 
and for good measure, birds and sky, 
sea and wind and stars. What shall we 
render unto the Lord for all His bene- 
fits toward us? The sincere thanks of 
our hearts. This is the simple messaf® 
of the song. 

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 
is probably the most familiar of all our 
Thanksgiving hymns. Its author was 
the scholarly and saintly Henry Alford 
who was later to become famous as the 
Dean of Canterbury Cathedral. 

Alford was a Greek scholar of note. 
His Greek Testament, on which he lab- 
ored for twenty years, has long been re- 
garded as a work of immense value. He 
was also a member of the committee 
that made the English Revision of the 
New Testament. Of him .a biographer 
has written, “A strenuous worker, never 
idle, at the end of a hard day’s work he 
would stand up, as at the end of a meal, 
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and thank God for what he had re- 
ceived.” 

When he died in 1871 his tomb was 
inscribed, “The Inn of a Pilgrim Travel- 
ing to Jerusalem.” Although his life- 
long desire to visit the Holy Land had 


never been realized, he had ever kept 


the heavenly Jerusalem in view. 

Alford’s hymn of thanksgiving takes 
the familiar theme of the “harvest 
home” and calls upon the people to 
come to church to render their thanks. 
Then he elaborates on the Lord’s Par- 
able of the Tares with the interpreta- 
tion (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43), describing 
this harvest of mankind as the Lord’s 
“harvest home.” For the coming of the 
Lord to His “harvest home” the singer 
prays, for Henry Alford was one who 
loved “his appearing.” Likewise, in 
his magnificent hymn, “Ten Thousand 
Times Ten Thousand,” he wrote, “Thou 
Prince and Saviour, come.” 

In this hymn, indeed, the singer is 
swept from thanksgiving for the har- 
vest to thanksgiving for salvation—the 
Lord’s good grain—and then to thanks- 
giving for the prospect of being “for 
ever with the Lord.” 

Los ANGELES, CALIF. 
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Christian Fellowship Tours 
to Alaska and Hawaii in 1959 


OW that Alaska has become a state 
in the Union, there undoubtedly 
will be a great demand for travel space 

during the summer of 1959. 
THE SunpAy ScHoo.t Times has started 
making arrangements early to conduct 
another Christian Fellowship Tour to 
Alaska. Confirmation of space aboard 
the S.S. Princess Louise of the Canadian 
Pacific Line has been secured. This 
will be the twentieth tour of this type, 
and it is being announced early in order 
that readers of the Tres and their 
friends may begin making preparations 
for it. 
The tour will leave Chicago on July 1, 
returning thereto on July 26, and will 
cost each person approximately $865 to 
$890 (from and to Chicago according to 
type of train accommodation). For 
those wishing premium space on board 
the .S.S. Princess Louise, an additional 
sum must be added. 
Included are overnight stops at Banff 
ri Lake Louise in the beautiful Cana- 

ian Rockies, two days and nights at 
the magnificent Empress Hotel in Vic- 
toria, B. C., and an overnight stay at 
the New Washington Hotel in Seattle. 
There will be two days and nights at 
Mt. Rainier, one of the grandest spots in 
the United States; a visit to Portland, 
Oreg., the city of roses, the night being 
spent at the Multnomah Hotel; and a 
day and night gt Mt. Hood. The return 
to Chicago will be via the North Coast 
Limited through the spectacular Ameri- 
can Rockies. 

The outstanding features of the tour 
will be the cruise on the S.S. Princess 
Louise from the afternoon of July 6 to 
the morning of July 16, through the In- 
land Passage to Skagway, and the stops 


, sure it is a really big one. 
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at interesting ports, including Juneau, 
Alaska’s capital. Also, there will be an 
all-day trip out from Skagway on a 
narrow-gauge railroad through breath- 
taking, snow-capped mountains to Lake 
Bennett, and along the lake to Carcross 
in the Yukon. On board ship there will 
be daily devotions before breakfast 
each day. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice 
President and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Company, and Mrs. Jaeger 
will accompany the party throughout 
the entire trip. An attractive, illus- 
trated folder, including registration 
blank, will be available, and a card to 
Mr. Jaeger requesting this will bring it 
to you as soon as it is ready. 

Many readers are interested in a tour 
to the Hawaiian Islands. Two such 
tours have already been taken, and 
plans are being made to conduct the 
third tour to Hawaii next year from 
October 17 to November 11, out from 
and returning to Chicago. The party 
will fly to Hawaii from Seattle, and re- 
turn to Los Angeles on the S.S. Lurline 
of the Matson Line. Details of this 
tour will be given as soon as all ar- 
rangements have been confirmed. For 
those who can take a fall vacation, ‘this 
will prove to be a most unusual and 
happy experience. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger 
will accompany this tour also. 


x 


Is Lawbreaking Sin? ‘ 
(Continued from page 812) 


enough ‘highway patrolmen to catch 
all the speeders. But the prevalence 
of breaking speed laws, and other state 
and federal regulations, does not make 
it right; and one evidence that it is 
wrong is the fact that people slow down 
when they see a state police officer on 
the road and when they are stopped 
for speeding they have no good defense, 
with rare exceptions. People have no 
right to break the laws simply because 
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they do not like them and they may 
seem unreasonable. “Provide things 
honest in the sight of all men” (Rom. 
12:17). “Providing for honest things, 
not only in the sight of the Lord, but 
also in the sight of men” (2 Cor. 8:21). 


s 


Out of the Depths 
(Continued from page 812) 


families who are widely separated to 
be able to reach one another quickly 
through the telegraph and telephone 
and short-wave radio; and the airplane 
has marvelously reduced travel time 
and done away with the isolation of 
many missionaries. 

Trials—Now this is strong medicine 
and bitter to the taste, but if it can be 
swallowed, it becomes a sweet stimu- 
lant to mind and body. It is handed to 
us by the Spirit-guided hand of the 
Apostle James, who wrote, “My breth- 
ren, count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations [or trials]; knowing 
this, that the trying of your faith work- 
eth patience” (Jas. 1:2, 3). We need 
the grace of God to drink this medicine, 
but the joy comes when we realize that 
it is offered by our Heavenly Father, 
who knows us through and through and 
loves us, and then look forward to the 
outcome. The immediate result, if we 
bear the trial quietly in His strength, 
is more patience. This is something 
most of us would like to have, but we 
seldom want to get it in God’s way. 
The Apostle Paul has something to say 
on this also: “But we glory in tribula- 
tions also: knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience; and patience, experi- 
ence; and experience; hope: and hope 
maketh not ashamed; because the love 
of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us” 
(Rom. 5:3-5). It is not given to us to 
see all at once the good fruits of trial, 
but often as the weeks and months go 


(Continued on page 827) 


Map Making Tells a Story 


As Primary or Junior children paste in their own drawings or pictures 


BIG pictorial map will make the 

Bible country and the Bible stories 
come alive for both Primaries and Jun- 
iors. Either buy or draw a map of the 
Holy Land. Many of the denomina- 
tional supply houses carry such maps. 
Whether you buy or draw the map, be 
Put in the 
rivers, the mountains, and the towns. 
Now you are ready for the class to take 
over. This is a splendid project for the 
part of the class period devoted to 
handwork and creative activity.. 

Mark the points of interest on the 
map with brightly colored pictures 
drawn by the children or cut from les- 
son books. Have each child select some 
place on the map to illustrate. Let 


By MARION ULLMARK 


them talk and express their own ideas. 
It is best to limit the map to either the 
period of the Old Testament or the New 
Testament, whichever one your class is 
studying at the time. Either offers a 
boundless supply of scenes to illustrate 
the map. When you have decided on 
the first scenes you wish to put on the 
map, clear the tables and get started. 
Tack the map to the wall and let each 
child carefully paste his own finished 
drawing or colored picture to the map. 
Your class will find this sort of map 
making fascinating fun, and you will 
have the satisfaction of knowing that 
they are learning and absorbing a great 
deal of knowledge in a pleasant way. 


Mo tine, ILt. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 8. NOVEMBER 23. JESUS AROUSES OPPOSITION 


Mark 2:1 to 3:6; printed text, 2:18-28 
Golden Text.—And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.—Matt. 11:6 


/ ~ 
THe KinG JAMES VERSION 
Mark 2:18 And the disciples of John and of the Pharisees 
used to fast: and they come and say unto him, Why do the 
disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples 


23 And it came to pass, that he went through the corn 
fields on the sabbath day; and his disciples began, as they 
went, to pluck the ears of corn. 


24 And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do they 











fast not? 


19 And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the 
bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? as 
long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot 


fast. 


20 But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be 
taken away from them, and then shall they fast in those 


days. 


21 No man also seweth a piece of new cloth on an old gar- 
ment: else the new piece that filled it up taketh away from 


the old, and the rent is made worse. 


22 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles: else the 
new wine doth burst the bottles, and the wine is spilled, and 
the bottles will be marred: but new wine must be put into 


new bottles. 


° 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
"Tistimations of our Lord’s ministry 

intimations of His’ coming death 

are seen. As early as the events of 
this lesson, storm clouds of hostility are 
gathering. The storm of rejection will 
break’ in fury at Calvary. Already 
Christ warns that “the bridegroom shall 
be taken away” (Mark 2:20); and His 
enemies begin to pilot His destruction 
(chap. 3:6). Mounting opposition will 
finally result in His crucifixion. 

Why did the Jews oppose their Mes- 
siah? Surely if He was willing to leave 
the glories of Heaven to save them from 
sin, death, and hell they should have 
welcomed Him with open arms. But, 
no, they spurned the Saviour. 

The reason is clear. The person in 
their midst. was none other than God 
incarnate, and man is by nature a rebel. 
The visible presence of deity was a re- 
buke to the Pharisees’ doctrinal pride, 
shallow ritualism, and hypocritical le- 
galism. For years they had posed as 
experts and referees in all matters re- 
lating to religion. And now’ one had 
come to pierce beneath their empty 
formalism, denounce their hypocrisy, re- 
veal their sin, and summon them to 
Salvation. 

And to top it off He proved that He 
was deity by healing the sick and cast- 
ing out demons. 

Green-eyed jealousy would not tol- 
erate this. Our Lord’s opponents»sought 
to disparage Him as a teacher and dis- 
credit His message. Three methods of 
attack they used are narrated in this 
lesson. They sought to undermine Him 
from the standpoint of doctrine, cere- 
monialism, and morality. Note how 
clever they were, and yet how pitifully 
blind. 


on the sabbath day that which is not lawful? 


were with him? 


were with him? 


25 And he said unto them, Have ye never read what David 
did, when he had need, and was an hungred, he, and they that 


26 How he went into the house of God in the days of Abia- 
thar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not 
lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave also to them which 


27 And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, 


and not man for the sabbath: 


28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Internationa] 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education. 


s x s Ss 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 2:18—‘“The disciples of John 

. used to fast: and they ...say... 
Why do. thy disciples fast not?” 
These followers of John the Baptist had 
apparently not heeded their leader's 
advicé by coming to the Lamb of God 
for cleansing (John 1:29). They were 
more concerned about outward exer- 
cises of religion than about inward 
faith. Their question is really a rebuke. 


Verse 19.—‘“Jesus said . . . Can the 
children of the bridechamber fast, while 
the bridegroom is with them? ...” The 
“children of’ the bridechamber” were 
wedding attendants or guests. John the 
Baptist had called the Lord a “bride- 
groom” (John 3:29). Christ continues 
the illustration: His presence brings 
joy, not gloom. His bride is of course 
the true church (cf. 2 Cor. 11:2). 


Verse 20.—‘“. . . the bridegroom shall 
be taken away .. . then shall they fast 
...” This is a prophecy of our Lord’s 
death. Men would take Him away by 
force. Then sorrow, suffering, and 
mourning would be the lot of His dis- 
ciples. Christ is not stressing the obser- 
vation of fasts, but the aching of hearts 
after His departure. 


Verse 21.—“No man . seweth a 
piece of new cloth on an old garment 
... the new piece .. . taketh away from 
the old .. . the rent is made worse.” 
New cloth iS undressed, tough, and 
strong. Patch it on an old garment and 
at the first strain the rip will be worse 
than ever. 


Verse 22.—“No man putteth new wine 
into old bottles .. . the new wine doth 
burst the bottles ... new wine must be 
put into new bottles.” New wine is 
unfermented. Pour it into old, hard- 
ened, inelastic goatskin bottles and the 
result is ruin, for the bottles and loss 
of the wine. Our Lord is teaching, over 
against the cold formalism of the Phar- 





‘ 
isees, the necessity of a complete change 
of heart. 

Verse 23—“. . . he went through the 
corn fields on the sabbath day .. . his 
disciples began . . ..to pluck the ears 
of corn.” It was legal to help oneself 
to such corn on any other day. See 
Deuteronomy 23:25. But Christ’s ad- 
versaries were alert. Was this not a 
breach of the Sabbath? 


Verse 24—‘“The Pharisees said ... 
why do they on the sabbath day that 
which is not lawful?” The disciples’ 
act is now interpreted so as to get their 
Master into trouble. Picking the ears 
of corn was “reaping”; rubbing the 
husks was “threshing”—at least so the 
Pharisees claimed. On this technicality 
they would assail the Saviour. 


Verse 25.—“And he said .. . Have ye 
never read what David did, when he 
. was an hungred ...?” The Phar- 


isees highly respected David. In an 
emergency their hero had disregarded 
the technicalities of the Sabbath law. 
With how much better right could the 
Lord Jesus and His disciples meet their 
physical needs! 

Verse 26.—“. . . he went into the house 
of God .. . and did eat the shewbread, 
which is not lawful to eat but for the 
priests .” (Read 1 Sam. 21:1-6.) 
Abiathar probably assisted his father 
Ahimelech. The shewbread consisted 
of twelve loaves offered every Sabbath 
Day. The loaves of the previous week 
were reserved for the priests. David's 
hunger was desperate. Its satisfaction 
was more important than mere cere- 
monialism. . 

Verse 27.—“. .. The sabbath was made 
for man, and not man for the sabbath.” 
Days of worship are important. They 
are given by God to regulate and aid 
man’s religious exercises. But to ele- 
vate them to a position of greater prom- 
inence than that of the very people 
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they are intended to help is illogical 
and absurd. 

Verse 28.—“. . . the Son of man is Lord 
also of the sabbath.” The emphasis is 
on “Lord.” The “Son of man” refers 
not only to Christ’s participation in 
our humanity but also to His power 
and glory (see Dan. 7:13). If David’s 
conduct was unimpeachable, how much 
more Messiah’s, by and through whom 
man was created and divine ordinances 
were instituted! 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Opposition to our Lord’s person 
(Mark 2:7) 

2. Opposition to our Lord’s policy (v. 
16) 

3. Opposition to our Lord’s program 
(v. 18) 

4. Opposition to our Lord’s principles 
(vv. 24-28) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The hostility of the scribes and Phar- 
isees is the background against. which 
important doctrinal and moral truths 
are taught. 

First, the healing of the palsied man 
reveals Christ’s identity as the incar- 
nation of God. When He pronounced 
the words, “Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee” (Mark 2:5), He was exercising 
His divine privilege. The scribes who 
overheard were correct in their theol- 
ogy: no one can forgive sins “but God 
only” (v. 7). But they were wrong in 
their deduction: they decided that the 
Saviour was blaspheming in claiming 
a divine prerogative. Poor, blind crea- 
tures! Why were they not convinced 
by Christ’s miracles that He really was 
God, able to cure both the bodies and 
souls of men? 

Second, the nagging question about 
fasting (v. 18) gave Christ an opportu- 
nity to stress that His presence brings 
wonderful joy (He is the bridegroom, 
v. 19); that He would soon be removed 
from their midst (this is the implication 
of v. 20); and that what God demands 
is not mere rigid, inflexible observance 
of rites, but new, changed, regenerated 
hearts (study again vv. 21, 22). How 
vital this is! 
world is futile unless a man has been 
born again. All the outward trappings 
of religion avail little unless sin has 
been forgiven through the blood of 
Calvary. All the old cloth and wine 
bottles of formalism are valueless apart 
from new life in Christ. 

Third, the Sabbath experiences (chap. 
2:23 to 3:5) pave the way for our Lord’s 
teaching about the nature and purpose 
of the holy day. He makes it clear that 
He Himself is “Lord also of the sab- 
bath” (chap. 2:28). The day of rest 
was instituted by God, and men must 
never be so engrossed in the details of 
its observance’ as to allow their minds 
to stray from the things of God. “The 
Sabbath was made for man...” (v. 27), 
and not vice versa. Human need tran- 
scends the meticulous performance of 
religious ceremonies. Moreover—and 
this eternal principle needs to be taught 
and emphasized—one day’s rest in 
seven is ordained of God and to be ob- 


All ‘the fasting in the * 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


7. November 16.—Jesus’ Healing Min- 
istry.. Matthew 8:1-17; Mark 1:29-34a 


Next Week’s Lesson 


9. November. 30.—Teaching by 


A SR a Mark 4:1-34 








‘ 
served to the glory of God; but works 
of necessity (vv. 25, 26) and mercy 
(chap. 3:4, 5) are permissible even on 
the holy day 


Topics for Development 


The Forgiveness of Sins. All men 
are sinners (Rom. 3:23). The “wages of 
sin is death” (chap. 6:23). The justice 
of God keeps Him from ignoring sin. 
But His love' keeps Him from consign- 
ing all sinners to eternal death. His 
justice and love together prompted Him 
to send His Son to die in place of sin- 
ners. The shed blood of Christ is the 
sole basis of man’s forgiveness (see Col. 
1:14; Heb. 9:22; 1 John 1:9). The apos- 
tles proclaimed with power the remis- 
sion of ‘sins (Acts 5:31; 13:38). The 
doctrine is crucial. For no matter how 
kind or helpful a person may be, until- 
his sin problem is settled and his iniq- 
uity pardoned, he is still separated 
from God. 


Sabbath Rest. The Almighty or- 
dained one day in seven as a day dedi- 
cated to Himself. On it man was to 
cease from labor and worship his God. 
The seventh day of the week was the 
Hebrew .Sabbath. It commemorated 
God’s resting after His work of creation 
(Exod. 20:11). Our Lord taught that 
works of necessity and mercy might be 
performed even on the Sabbath. 

Christians rightly worship on the first 
day of the week, which commemorates 
the resurrection of their Saviour from 
the dead. As early as the first century 
believers had adopted this practice. 
Study carefully Acts 20:7. The disciples 
of Christ had an assembly in Troas 
“upon the first day of the week,” i.e., 
Sunday. They gathered to “break 
bread,” and Paul preached a sermon. 
Clearly this was a service’ of worship 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HY did men oppose the Lord 
Jesus? 
2. How were scribes mistaken in ac- 
cusing Christ of blasphemy? 
3. What was Levi's other name? 
4. What did our Lord tell His op- 
ponents that He came to do? . 
5. Who else besides Christ compared 
Him with a bridegroom? 
6. Where in our lesson does the 
Saviour predict His coming death? 
7. What results when new wine is 
put into old-bottles? 
8. Why was David not supposed to 
eat the shewbread? 
9. What works are permissible on 
the Lord’s Day? 
10. Who were these Pharisees? 


(Answers on page 826) 
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on the Lord’s Day. 
16:1, 2; Rev. 1:10.) 

If consecrated Hebrews were careful 
in their observance of the Sabbath and 
worked only in cases of necessity and 
mercy, how much more should Chris- 
tians dedicate the Lord’s Day to the 
adoration and glory of their Lord, wor- 
shiping His holy name and avoiding un- 
necessary, distracting toil. 


Practical Applications 


The four who ,frought the palsied 
man to Christ were not deterred by 
men or architecture (Mark 2:3-5). Are 
you as concerned as they were to bring 
sinners to the Saviour regardless of 
obstacles? 

Have you become so engrossed in 
money matters that you find it hard to 
follow the Lord fully? Consider the 
example of Levi (Matthew), who for- 
sook the “receipt of custom” (Mark 2: 
14). 

Do you honestly believe that watch- 
ing football on TV on Sunday is a work 
of necessity? And is playing golf on 
the Lord’s Day really a work of mercy? 

Never regard faith in Christ as a 
patchwork affair. The Losd wants us 
totally, not partially. Only “new bot- 
tles’—new creatures in Christ—are able 
and worthy to receive, appreciate, and 
transmit the benefits of the Gospel. 
Golden Text 

Matt. 11:6.—“. . . blessed is he, whoso- 
ever shall not be offended in me.” The 
Gospel of Christ has always been a 
stumbling block, a “scandal” (Greek), 


(See, too, 1 Cor. 


,a cause of offense to unbelievers. It 


rebukes pride, calls to repentance, and 
claims to be the only way to God. The 
natural heart resents all this, but to its 
own doom. But those who are not 
“scandalized,” but who love and trust 
the Saviour, are forever happy. 


ALTADENA, CALIF 
xs 


The Busy Mén’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . thy disciples fast not” (Mark 
2:18).—_The Law commanded but one 
annual fast (Lev. 16:29-34). Four more 
were added (Zech. 8:19) after the Chil- 
dren of Israel returned from captivity. 
But the Pharisees boasted that they 
fasted “twice in the week” (Luke 18: 
12); which would add up to 104 times 
annually! 

Evidently Levi’s feast (v. 15) was 
being enjoyed on one of the Pharisees’ 
fast days! 

When the Lord, in His reply, used 
the figure of the “bridegroom,” the 
disciples of John should have recalled 
that that was the very image John 
made use of when referring to the Lord 
(John 3:29). 

And they should have been fully pre- 
pared for the Lord’s forceful argument . 
that as long as the friends and compan- 
ions of the Bridegroom have Him in 
their midst, feasting—rather than fast- 
ing—should: be ‘the order of the day! 

The Lord’s disciples were rejoicing 
in His daily presence and fellowship, 
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hence they were doing the proper thing 
to feast. He would soon enough be 
violently taken from them, at which 
time it would be fitting to fast. 

Disciples today are exhorted to be 
“rightly. dividing the word of truth,” 
for there is a time to fast—‘“a time to 
weep, and a time to laugh” (Eccles. 3: 
4). 

“It was the little dog that first at- 
tracted my attention to the young 
mother and her son,” said Ray G. Mc- 
Intyre. “The puppy was in a playful 
mood, frisking about, apparently trying 
to entice the lad to join him in play. 

“The boy could not resist the mood 
of his pet and became so amused that 
he burst into gleeful laughter. The 
mother quickly but gently clasped her 
hand over the child’s mouth and softly 
exclaimed, ‘Oh, son, don’t laugh.’ 

“Her words were such a surprise to 


’ me that I said, ‘But why shouldn’t the 


child laugh?’ ‘Oh,’ she replied, ‘the 
Bible says, Woe unto you that laugh 
now! for ye shall mourn and weep.’ 

“My heart went out in admiration for 
the mother who showed such careful 
devotion for her child’s spiritual wel- 
fare, but I was distressed at her mis- 
understanding of the Scripture and fail- 
ure to perceive the Master’s words. 

“I ventured to explain that Jesus had 
not in mind the innocent laughter of a 
child, but directed His warning to those 
who held Him in derision and laughed 
Him to scorn. The child was as inno- 
cent in his laughter as the pet in his 
May the mother 
never be less devoted to her child’s 
welfare, but wiser in her understanding 
of the Word and spirit of her Bible.” 

“No man also seweth a piece of new 
cloth on an old garment .. .” (Mark 2: 
21).—First century Judaism was like a 
rent garment, or an old, hard goatskin. 
To attempt to mix the “Jews’ religion” 
with the marvelous grace brought by 
the Lord Jesus would be as stupid as 
Sewing a piece of undressed, unteasled 
cloth on to an old, rent garment. Or 
like putting new wine into old, hard 
goatskins. 

The heavy unfulled cloth would en- 
large the hole instead of mending it. 
And when the new wine began to fer- 
ment, the old, brittle wineskins would 
burst. 

“Christianity, in its principle and its 
practice, is a fresh and full development 
of Divine blessing. It was not a ques- 
tion of mending the old, but accepting 
the new” (Numerical Bible). 

In the days of His flesh, our Lord 
pointed out to the Pharisees, if one 
may so say, some of the rents in their 
religious garment. For, although they 
attended services in the synagogue, and 
paid tithes on the smallest herbs, and 
wore passages of Scripture on their per- 
sons, and made long prayers, they could 
still “devour widows’ houses,” and pre- 
vent seekers from entering the King- 
dom of Heaven (Matt. 23). 

They were somewhat like the two 
religious Scotsmen I read about. They 
burglarized a house on the Sabbath, 
but when they withdrew to a grove to 
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divide the loot, and one of them began 
to whistle, the other gravely said: “Had 
I known. that you were going to whistle 
on the Sabbath, I would not have come 
with you!” 

“Have ye never read what David did, 
when he had need .. .?” (Mark 2:25.)— 
David was one of the Pharisees’ out- 
standing heroes. They knew the inci- 
dent and would certainly admit the 
propriety of David's act. 

So, our Saviour virtually said to them, 
“If David, the man after God’s own 
heart, did not scruple to depart from 
the strict Ietter of the law on this oc- 
casion, surely these hungry disciples of 
mine might eat a bit of raw grain today, 
even though it is contrary to your tra- 
dition.” 

“The Son of man is Lord also of the 
sabbath” (Mark 2:28)—as He is Lord of 
all creation; and it was for Him, not 
for the critical scribes, to interpret the 
Sabbath law to His disciples. 


Wawona, Ca.ir. 


7 
From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTep HYMNS 
“Let Us With a Gladsome Mind” 
“O Day of Rest and Gladness” 
. e Time To Be Holy” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who hast made us in Thine 
image, we confess to marring our like- 
ness to Thee by sin. Forgive us and 
renew Thy likeness in us through the 
cleansing work of Thy Spirit. So may 
the beauty of Christlike living be found 
in us. Help us to use this day to know 
Thee better and bring our lives nearer 
to Thy will and purpose. Heal our sick 
friends and loved ones. Bring to re- 
pentance those far from Thee. Provide 
both the bread for the body and Thy 
truth for the soul that the needy require 
in this and other lands. Revive Thy 
Church and lift‘the home life of our 
land to the standards given us in Thy 
Word. Use this lesson to help us to 
hallow Thy day and honor Thy Son as 
we ought, and guide us through this 
new week into the good we each should 
do. We ask these things in our Saviour’s 
name. Amen. 

After the Lesson—Many man-made 
rules for keeping the Sabbath had ob- 
scured the real purpose of the day 
from many Jews in Christ’s time. So 
the Lord Jesus declared, “The sabbath 
was made for man, and not man for the 
sabbath.” The overstrict and burden- 
some rules of Sabbath-keeping were de- 
feating the real purpose of the day, 
which was to lessen man’s burdens, not 
to add to them. But we have swung to 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all_departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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the other, extreme. We make needless 
burdens for people, not by overstrict 
rules for keeping the day of rest, but 
by denying them the day of rest. More 
and more today people insist on com- 
mercialized sport and amusement on 
Sunday. The refreshment business is 
kept going at a needlessly big pace to 
meet the public demand on Sunday. 
And lately even Sunday trading is 
growing in many lines of business 
formerly closed on Sunday. 

All this is wrong. It is selfish for 
people who have a toil-free Sunday 
themselves to require other people to 
work on Sunday for their pleasure 
when. it is not necessary. Christians 
must discipline themselves to stop all 





GO ALL OUT FOR 


A Worse SUNDAY 


WORSHIPFUL 
needless Sunday buying. Sunday neces- 
sities should be bought on Saturday. 
An increasingly open Sunday means 
that more and more people lose the 
Lord’s Day as a day of rest and worship. 
We owe it to such people, to our nation, 
to the church, and to God to keep Sun- 
day work down to works of real neces- 
sity and mercy. It is high time to halt 
this Sunday pleasure, trade, and money- 
making, and Ao make the Lord’s Day 
once more “a day of resurrection from 
earth to things above.” 
Caueary, ALTA., CAN. 


x 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, let us confine our study 

today to the Fourth Cor.mandment, 
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep 
it holy” (Exod. 20:8), concerning which 
the Pharisees challenged our Lord, as 
recorded in Mark 2: 23-28: 

Sunday is a big factor in our every- 
day life. Like signposts or milestones 
Sundays mark off the fifty-two weeks of 
the year. Most calendars with black 
figures for other days of the week 
print the Sundays in red. Without the 
Sundays the 365 days of the year would 
melt together in one confused mass. 

To Christians, the word Sunday 
stands for the one day of the week 
which God has clearly commanded that 
we keep holy—a day He has set apart, 
in which we are to refrain from all 
unnecessary work and from purely sec- 
ular activities common to other days, 
a day to be devoted to special spiritual 
refreshment and the worship of God. 

It is interesting to note that there 
are three names commonly used for 
this holy day: the Sabbath, Sunday, 
and the Lord’s Day. The dictionaries 
use them synonymously. Turn to “Sab- 
bath” in the dictionary. The definition 
includes also Sunday and the Lord's 
Day. The same with the definition of 
the other two names. Thus, in the 
common understanding they are one 
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and the same—déne day in the seven 
signalized as a holy day. Some devoted 
Christians are careful not to call it 
Sabbath or Sunday, but rather, the 
Lord’s Day. That is because the Sab- 
bath is the seventh day of the week 
(Saturday), set apart by the Mosaic 
law (which was according to God’s 
commandment) as a holy day and a 
day of rest. It is clearly stated, with 
the reason why, in the Fourth Com- 
mandment. But when Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead on the first day of the 
week, the Christian church began to 
call it the Lord’s Day, and since then, 
the first day of the week (commonly 
called Sunday) has become the Chris- 
tian’s “one ddy in seven” holy day. 
Some devoted Christians also object 
to the use of the word Sunday for this 
holy day, because the name is evidently 
of pagan origin. In ancient times cer- 
‘tain heathen races worshiped the sun 
and set apart a day (dies solis) in its 
honor, jcalled Sun Day, and by that 
strange process called “usage,” the name 
has come to be well-nigh universally 
used to denote the first day of the week. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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It is paradoxically defined in the dic- 
tionaries as “the Christian Sabbath.” 

But of far greater importance, above 
all these distinctions, is the fact that 
God’s holy law requires the setting 
apart of one day in the week for His 
worship and rest, to be kept holy and 
not by any means to be profaned. He 
has proclaimed definite and severe 
punishment for misusing the day, and 
definitely glorious rewards for its ob- 
servance. The punishment prescribed 
in Exodus 31:14 and 35:2 is death, and 
for the reward look at Isaiah 58:13, 14: 
“If thou turn away thy foot from the 


sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on, 


my holy day; and call the sabbath a 


delight, the holy of the Lord, honour-» 


able; and shalt honour him, not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: 
then shalt thou delight thyself in the 
Lord; and I will cause thee to ride 
upon the high places of the earth, and 
feed thee with the heritage of Jacob 
thy father: for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it.” 

Now look at that amazing description 
of “the heritage of Jacob” in the song of 
Moses: “Honey out of the rock, .. . 
butter of kine, . . . milk of sheep, .. . 
fat of lambs, . . . kidneys of wheat, ... 
[and] the pure blood of the grape” 
(Deut. 32:9-14). These terms are sym- 
bolic, but they signify delights that 
only the Lord can give to His trusting 
and obedient servants. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


x 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a@ dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


A Lesson From an Ant.—As long as 
they have the bridgegroom with them, 
they cannot fast (Mark 2:19). A hard- 
pressed traveler took shelter in the ruins 
of an old house. While there he saw a 
white ant beginning to climb the wall 
with a grain of corn three times its 
own size. Seventy times did that ant 
try to ascend before it succeeded. Tak- 
ing heart from that sight the man 
pressed on to his destination—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
the Rev. Norman Hillyer, Crouch Hill, 
London, Eng. 


Not Patched, but Whole—No man 
also seweth a piece of new cloth on an 
old garment: else the new piece that 
filled it up taketh away from ‘the old, 
and the rent is made worse (Mark 2: 
21). A certain preacher was pressing 
home the question, “Wilt thou be made 
whole?” Suddenly he leaned forward 
and said, “Remember, men, it’s not 
‘patched up,’ but ‘made whole.’” “That’s 
just it; that’s just it; and all of it,” re- 
sponded a man who rose and said: “I 
patched for years, but the patches fell 
off or made bigger holes. I had become 
a hard drinker. I lost my position. 
At last my wife and children went 
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away to her parents. ‘One wet, cold, 
windy night, as [ sat half asleep in the 
doorway of an empty house, a Bible 
woman asked me to come ‘to a mission. 
There the Lord Jesus found me. He 
didn’t patch. He just made me whole. 
And now we are all together and happy 
again.”"—From Tom M. Olson, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


An Embarrassing _ Alternative —No 
man putteth new wine into old bottles 
(Mark 2:22). Some years ago a Uni- 
versalist preached in a village to a large 
congregation. He maintained that there 
was no punishment after death, that 
the doctrine of hell was the cruel in- 
vention of man’s imagination and con- 
trary to the love of God. When he 
finished his address he informed the 
people that he could preach for them 
again in four weeks. One of the re- 
spected merchants of the town arose 
and said, “Sir, if your doctrine is true, 
we do not need you; and if it is false, 
we do not want you.”—From Bible Ezx- 
positor and Illuminator. Sent by the 
Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 
Prize illustration. 


No Fresh Air on the Sabbath.—That 
which is not lawful (Mark 2:24). A 
devout Scottish minister has told of a 
house at which he stopped and spent 


the Sabbath, when he was in northern. 


Scotland. The day was rainy and close, 
and he finally suggested to the woman 
of the house that the window of the 
little parlor might be raised to admit 
some fresh air. “Mon,” replied the old 
woman, with stern disapproval showing 
plainly on her rugged face, “dinna ye 
ken that ye. can hae no fresh air in 
this house on the Sabbath?”—From the 
Youth’s Companion.’ Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Rejected Gifts—Have ye never read 

. 2? Thé sabbath was made for man, 
. . . the Son of man is Lord also of the 
Sabbath (Mark 2:25, 27, 28). These 
few verses mention God's greatest gifts 
to man. The majority of people of this 
generation have rejected.- them all. 


They are: 
God’s Son. People say by their be- 
havior, or in words, “We will not 


have this man to reign over us.” 

God’s Word. Some never read it. Some 
deny its inspiration and authority. 
Some hold orthodox views but do not 
obey it. 

God’s Day. Many work on this day to 
get overtime rates of pay. Many de- 
vote it entirely to worldly pleasure. 
Few call it “a delight, the holy of 
the Lord, honourable.” 

Yet what greater love gifts could there 

be? His only Son to save us, His 

Word to guide us, His Day to rest us 

and renew strength of mind and body! 

—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 

Sussex, Eng. 


The Harmony of God’s Week.—The 
sabbath was made for man (Mark 2:27). 
During the French Revolution it was 
resolved to banish the remaining rem- 
nants of Christianity from the State, 
and with it the Christian Sunday. One 
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’ 
day in ten, accordingly, was ordered to 
be substituted for one day in seven, 
with the result that even the horses in 
the streets broke down under the con- 
tinuous strain. One skeptical writer, 
indeed, was so impressed by the fact 
of the proportion ordained in the Jewish 
Law, one day in seven for rest, that he 
wrote: “So transcendent is the harmony 
of the proportion that sooner than be- 
lieve Moses pitched upon it by chance 
I would believe some revelation had 
been made to him, or accept the fable 
that the Iliad was written by a sow 
with its snout. Diminish,” he continues, 
“the week by a single day, the work is 
too small for the rest; increase it by a 
single day, it is too great.”"—From the 
Christian World Pulpit. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Unoffended Faith.—And blessed is he, 
whosoever shall not be offended in me 
(Matt. 11:6, Golden Text). 


Blessed is he who, through long years of suffer- 
ing, 


Cut Sa from active toil, 
Still ag by prayer and praise the work of 
others, 
And thus divides the spoil. ’ 


Blessed art thou, O child of God who sufferest, 
And canst not understand 

The reason for thy pain, yet gladly leavest 
Thy life in His blest hand. 


Yes, blessed art thou, whose faith is “not 
offended” 
By trials unexplaine 


d, 
By mysteries unsolved, past understanding 
Until the goal is gained. 


Por thee awaits an “afterward” of glory, 
Eternal bliss complete, 

An understanding of His purpose for thee, 
A joy exceeding sweet. 


The “unoffended”’ faith that here has trusted 
ather’s boundless love, 
Shall then, made manifest in all its beauty, 
Be crowned for aye above. 


—From Mrs. Charles E. Cowman. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


x 


My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIGH wooden apartment house 

was on fire. By the time the fire 
trucks arrived it was plain that the 
building was doomed. The firemen 
were told that all the people had been 
brought out to safety, so they busied 
themselves with soaking the nearby 
buildings so that they would not catch 
fire. Suddenly there was a scream from 
an upper floor, and a child, aged about 
four, appeared in the window. By this 
time the house was so wrapped in 
flames, it was impossible to get inside. 
The firemen hastily raised a ladder up 
the side of the house. It looked as if 
the upstairs would fall into the furnace 
below before any fireman could climb 
it and rescue the little girl. But a brave 
fireman started up the ladder. Flames 
licked out at him from below, and he 
feared the ladder would be burned in 
two before he could get down. He 
paused a second, thinking it would be 
better to turn back than to throw his 
life away in a useless attempt. At that 
instant a mighty cheer went up from 
the crowd below. He dashed on up, 
grabbed the child, and managed to get 
far enough down before the building 
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DO YOU HAVE $300, 





$500 or $1,000? 


This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 

Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tel] us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad. . regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 
+. af s 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 8%% depending on their age) 

. plus a share in the Lord’s wast. .. Gay's 
overjoyed! 


sadittititinitianlt dient tain bibiaaliatied 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE P 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 





We'll be happy to send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
«the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





Write: Carl J. Frizen, Stewardship Department Dept. S-58-30-6 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 


DO Please send me, without obligation, poustz pivmenns, story of Moody Annuity 
Plan. 
CD Please send folder, Where There’s a Will, relating to stewardship. 








Name Age. 
Address. 
City _ Zone. State 
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A Gypsy Mother's Despair 


If there is‘one class poorer and 
more in need of the Gospel than an- 
other in Greece, it is the gypsies. 
One of their own number confessed 
to our native worker: “Unfortu- 
nately we use any means whatever, 
whether legal or illegal, from steal- 
ing to witeheraft, to earn our living. 
However, that doesn’t mean we 
don’t want to change our way of 
life and become honest people and 
good Christians. But today is the first 
time we have heard of Christ and 
the Gospel.” 


Here is what our Gospel worker 
says about one poor family: “Naf- 
sika Sankouri is the sick mother of 
5 children. I found her washing 
outside her hut which is made of 
sundried bricks. I asked her about 
her children and herself, and then I 
spoke to her of the love of Jesus. 
At this her eyes filled with tears. ‘I 
am tired of this miserable life,’ she 
said between sobs. ‘Poverty, hunger 
and sickness are our constant com- 
panions. I have 5 children who 
never get enough bread to satisfy 
their hunger. Recently I underwent 
a serious operation and was told by 
the doctors that I must have whole- 
some food, but how ean I get it when 
my children are deprived of even 
their daily bread? I need injections, 
too, but they are very expensive. I 
don’t care for myself as much as for 
my children, and the idea that I may 
die and leave them all alone is tor- 
ture to me. What is going to become 
of them? May God help me to learn 
how to obey and trust in Him as you 
advise me to do. At least then my 
soul will be saved so that I will not 
go to hell and be lost forever.’ ” 


We cannot conceive such bitter 
poverty and need in this country. 
As the holiday season approaches, 
when we rejoice in the good things 
the Lord has provided for our en- 
joyment, let us heed the words of 
Philippians 2:4: “Look not every 
man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others.” 
Help to spread a table for the needy 
in the land of Greece through the 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General See- 
retary, Dept. S, P. O. Box 423, New 
York 36, N.Y. (In Canada: 90 Du- 
plex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.). 
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collapsed, so that both he and the child 
escaped serious injury. He was always 
grateful for the cheer that had encour- 
aged him on, when he almost gave up. 

What would have happened if, instead 
of cheering, someone had shouted, “You 
should put the ladder on the other side 
of the building”? (He might have come 
down, and the child burned to death.) 


Right. Some people are “cheerers,” 
others are “criticizers.” Which should 
Christians be? (Cheerers.) Yes. Let 


us make a habit of speaking words of 
encouragement rather than words of 
criticism. 

As you know, our Saviour lived a 
perfect life, yet He was frequently crit- 
icized by the religious people of His day. 
Let us turn to Mark 2 and read verses 
14 and 15. ‘As soon as Jesus called Levi, 
otherwise known as Matthew, he arose 
and followed Him. Then Matthew made 
a feast in his house, and invited many 
publicans and sinners. They came, too. 
So we know that Matthew must have 
been friendly to them, rather than crit- 
icizing them. Because of this, he was 
able to bring them to Jesus, and many 
of them followed Him. Don’t you think 
Matthew was glad that he had been 
friendly to them rather than critical? 

But the scribes and Pharisees were 
not like Matthew. Read verses 16 and 
17. For what did they criticize Jesus? 
(For eating and drinking with publi- 
cans and sinners.) Our Saviour had 
come to earth to save sinners. He was 
doing exactly right. But He showed 
no anger at this unjust criticism, but 
patiently explained His reasons. , 

Read verses 18-20 to see what was 
their next criticism. (His disciples did 
not fast.) Right. ‘He explained that, 
too. The disciples were with Him. Be- 
ing with Him was their time of joy. 
Their fasting would be after He was 
taken away from them. 

Read verses 23-28 to find their third 
criticism. (His disciples plucked ears 
of corn on the Sabbath Day.) Jesus 
answered that by showing that. they 
had a Scriptural example for this. Then 
He told them that He was Lord of the 
Sabbath. 

If the critics had listened to Jesus, 
they would have learned that He came 
to earth to call sinners to repentance, 
that He was the Bridegroom. (The 
bridegroom is the most important man 
at the wedding.) They would have 
learned that He is Lord. But they 
missed all this because they were look- 
ing only for something to criticize. 
And when people are looking for that, 
they usually find it, even when it is not 
there! 

What can we learn from this lesson? 
(Not to criticize others. Not to get 
angry when we are criticized.) Very 
good. And if we are criticized, let us 
ask ourselves honestly if the criticism 
is at all justified. It is just possible 
that it might be. If it is, let us profit 
by it. 

A resolution not to criticize others 
is excellent. Did you know that house- 
wrecking companies can use unskilled 
laborers to tear down old buildings? But 
architects have to hire skilled laborers 
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to build. Any fool can criticize, but it 
takes real talent to think of suitable 
words of encouragement. If we become 
“cheerers,” I believe our acquaintances 
will be grateful, and the Lord will be 
pleased. 

Those of you who are teaching a child 
to read “Stories I Can Read Myself 
About the Lord Jesus,” should have 
him read Story 4 this week. For this 
lesson teach him the word “: any.” See 
how many times your pupil can find 
the word “many” in Story 4. To help 
him recognize the word, call his atten- 
tion to its first letter, m. Tell him that 
a cow says “Moo,” but a little calf can 
only say “M.” Then teach him the 
verse and have him draw the picture. 





I Can Read Myself 
may be ordered for 
D. Gunderson, Fern- 


The book, “Stories 
About the Lord Jesus,” 
50c this quarter from V. 
dale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus Makes Some Enemies 
(Mark 3:1-6) 
ID you make some enemies this 
week by doing right and helping 
unfortunate people? Perhaps someone 
made fun of you for staying in to read 
to Grandma instead of coming out to 
play. Perhaps the boys mocked you 
when you wanted to bring an odd boy 
into a game. (Encourage the children 


to relate their attempts to apply the 


last lesson and the results of their try- 
ing to do right.) Never mind; Jesus 
had such troubles, too! And worse! 

We will let Mark be our storyteller 


today. He tells what people said when™ 


the Lord Jesus called Matthew to fol- 
low Him. Matthew, or Levi as he was 
then called, was a hated publican. Do 
you remember what that means? But 
the Lord Jesus was choosing him.for a 
friend! Wayne is going to read Mark’s 
story. (2:14-16. Give out assignments 
beforehand, so they will be well read.) 
Did the Lord have a good reason for 
being among these bad people? (v. 17.) 
Peter and Andrew, James and John 
were there, too, you notice. They had 
to learn to love and work with this 
kind of people, too. Perhaps you can 
in a little way also. But watch whether 
you are leading them into right ways 
or whether they are leading you. 

Now Mark pictures for us a Sabbath 
Day. The Lord and His friends were 
walking through fields of ripe grain. 
The disciples were hungry (Matt. 12: 
1). Probably these men who had given 


up their jobs to follow the Lord had no , 


And nobody invited them to 
dinner! Perhaps they had not had a 
good meal for several days. So, as the 
Law allowed (Deut. 23:25), they picked 
some heads of grain along the way (just 
as we might pick some _ raspberries 


money. 


from the bushes as we walked along 


the rows), rubbed the .outer covering 
from the kernels in their hands, and ate 
them. But some people always want 
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to find fault, especially with the way a 
Christian spends the Lord’s Day! Sally 
will read this story from Mark (2:23, 
24). Was that working—like cutting 
and harvesting grain on the Sabbath? 
The Pharisees said it was, and you must 
not work on the Sabbath. That was 
one of the Ten Commandments (Exod. 
20:8-11)..' The Lord had an answer, 
right from the Bible (Mark 2:25-28). 

Here is andther Sabbath Day story, 
and the Pharisees really got angry at 
His helping people this time! Paul will 
read it (3:1-6). Plotting with their 
enemies, the Herodians, to kill the Lord 
Jesus! Now who was breaking the 
Commandments on the Sabbath Day? 
(Reread the Lord’s words in v. 4.) 

Why keep Sunday? God gave a rest 
day every week because working peo- 
ple need it (Exod. 20:8-11). Suppose 
you had lived back in the days when 
children worked ten hours a day in a 
factory! I guess you would have been 
glad to have a day of rest! “The sab- 
bath was made for man” (Mark 2:27). 
People need time to worship God, too. 
Do you know that the first Sunday 
school was started by Robert Raikes to 
teach factory boys reading, religion, 
and how to behave, because they had 
nothing good to do on their day off from 
work? Times are different now! School 
is your work, and you have two days 
off from that. What are you to do on 
Sunday? Just play after going to Sun- 
day school? Should you take a rest 
even from play, and sée how many 
good things you can do for other peo- 
ple on Sunday, as the Lord did? If 
anyone makes fun of you for thinking 
of others instead of yourself, you know 
the Lord understands. “Thou shalt do 
that which is right and good in the sight 
of the Lord” (Deut. 6:18, Memory 
Verse). Move bookmarks to Matthew 
12; Mark 3; Luke 6. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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* For Primary Teachers 
By Helen £. Odenwelder 


INCE Sunday is the Lord’s Day, 

Beth’s family likes to observe it 
in a special way. They go to Sunday 
school and church in the morning. At 
night they go to young people’s meet- 
ing and again to church. Beth looks 
forward to the Lord’s Day, you may be 
sure. Especially does she enjoy the eve- 
ning children’s meeting where the chil- 
dren themselves take part. Like all 
second graders, Beth must take an after- 
noon nap before going out at night. But 
try as she might, she cannot sleep the 
entire afternoon. 

Usually she has a special Sunday book 
to read. Sometimes she plays Bible 
games—quiet ones. She never, never 
rides her bicycle or goes roller skating 
—not on Sunday. That is the Lord’s 
Day and she tries to keep that day for 
Him. 

Because she had her seventh birth- 
day in early November, her daddy 
made her a nice new game. It was a 
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long board with holes at the end. When 
Beth rolled balls down the board, they 
She counted 
her score by the number that was at 
each hole. This was a very quiet game 
and one which Beth enjoyed a great 
deal. And, on this particular Sunday, 
she was rolling the balls and playing 
quietly by herself. Then something 
strange happened. The back door flew 
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open and the neighbor lady rushed in 
to Beth’s mother. “Do you know that 
Beth is playing that ball game?” she 
cried. “My boys saw her out our kit- 
chen window. I’m certainly surprised. 
Doesn’t she know that this is Sunday? 
I certainly wouldn’t allow that in my 
house. And I wouldn’t think you would 
want to allow it in yours!” 

Beth was frightened. Beth’s mother 
was upset. Beth could tell she was 
by the way her neck got red up béhind 
her ears. So she was more than a little 
surprised »when her mother replied 
calmly, “Yes, her father and I. know 
that she is playing with her rolling-ball 
game. Maybe it would be better if she 
were playing a Bible game. But she. is 
sitting in there all alone and playing 
very quietly. And I don’t really think 
that this is wrong in God’s sight. I will 
say this, though. I don’t think it is half 
as wrong for her to play quietly as she 
is, as it is for you to make such a fuss. 
You certainly are not showing the love 
of the Lord Jesus in any way. And I 
wouldn’t think that your conduct is 
very pleasing to Him. You surely are 
not being a very good example of a 
Christian either to us or to Beth.” 

What a rebuke that was! The neigh- 
bor lady turned and left, slamming the 
door and muttering as she went. 

It is most important for Christians to 
keep the Lord’s Day in a way that 
pleases Him. It is so today; it was so 
in the long ago. Back in the days when 
the Lord Jesus was on earth, the Jewish 
people were very eager to keep the 
Sabbath Day. They obeyed every law 
about it. And there were many laws. 
They were not allowed to build a fire 
that day. They could not walk farther 
than a certain distance on that day. 
They could do no type of work on that 
day. They obeyed the Sabbath Day law 
strictly. But, oh, how unkind and un- 
loving they could be! 

Once, for example,’ the Lord Jesus 
entered into the house of God on the 
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Sabbath Day. There was a man there 
whose hand had shriveled up. There 
were many religious Jews there and 
they were spying on the Lord Jesus. 
They did not have love for Him in their 
hearts. They were hoping that they 
could get something against Him so that 
they could get rid of Him. They did 
not want to believe that He was the 
Son of God. The Lord Jesus knew the 
hearts of the men. He knew that they 
were spying on Him. So He asked, “Is 
it lawful to do good on the sabbath 
days, or to do evil? to save life, or to 
kill?” Those who were watchirig did 
not answer a word. How sad the Lord 
Jesus was as He looked at those men 
with their hardened hearts! Then He 
said to the man, “Stretch forth thine 
hand.” He stretched it out. And his 
hand was completely well! It is good 
to keep the Lord’s Day. It is very good 
to do good on His day. Do you serve 
Him on His day? I hope you do. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 820) 


1. Because He is God, and men are 
by nature rebels. 


2. He is God and can actually for- 


give sins. 
3. Matthew. 
4. “. .. not to call the righteous, but 


sinners to repentance” (Mark 2:17). 
5. John the Baptist (John 3:29). 


6. He says that.“the bridegroom shall 
be taken away .” (Mark 2:20). 


7. Both wine and bottles are ruined. 
8. It was intended for the priests 


* (vy. 26). 


9. Works of necessity and mercy. 


10. Hebrew religious leaders, sticklers 
for the ceremonial law. 
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(Continued from page 818) 


by, we acknowledge again the fact that 
our Heavenly Father did know what 
was best for us and was leading us all 
the time. 

One of the best passages for those who 
are in real trouble, and who cannot 
tune their hearts to thanksgiving, is the 
third chapter of Lamentations. The 
Companion Bible points out that each 
of the four other chapters has twenty- 
two verses, and that the third has sixty- 
six, or three times twenty-two, and the 
lines of each triad of verses begin with 
the same letter of the Hebrew alphabet, 
thus going through the twenty-two let- 
ters. In Robert Young’s translation of 
the Bible (1863) his rendering of verse 
twenty-two is particularly helpful, and 
an appropriate thought with which to 
conclude this meditation: 


“The kindnesses of Jehovah! 
For we have not been consumed, 
For not ended have His mercies.” 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, November 23 


4. The Church That Lived in Name Only 
(Rev. 3:1-6) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE writer remembers seeing, some 
"a aan ago, in the State of New Jer- 
sey, a strange sight. It was a railroad 
station, standing alone out in the coun- 
try. No tracks ran past the station— 
they had long before been taken up. 
No bulletin board announced the arrival 
or departure of trains. No baggage 
trucks stood on the platform, and no 
benches were placed for the conven- 
ience of travelers, for now no one ever 
got off or boarded a train at that sta- 
tion. The windows were dusty and 
the interior was deserted and desolate 
and frequented only by spiders. It still 
bravely bore the name of the town it 
had once served, but even the town had 
moved away. Across the front of the 
building was a large sign reading, “Rail- 
road Station for Sale.” 
we 
Sardis, the fourth church that we are 
to consider in thé present series, “Light 
From Ancient Churches,” may be 
likened to that deserted railroad sta- 
tion. Sardis had the name of a Chris- 
tian church, as did the other churches 
to whom the Revelation letters were 
written, but the Lord Jesus pronounced 
her “dead” (Rev. 3:1). 
a living church, just as the deserted 
station outwardly resembled an active 
station, but it was dead. 


we 
Prophetically the Sardis church may 


It looked like , 
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NICODEMUS 
WALKS AGAIN 
BY NIGHT 


Remember the story of Nicode- 
mus, the man who came to Jesus by 
night? He was a Jewish leader, a man 
of learning, wealth and station. Yet he 
was afraid, afraid of what would hap- 
pen if his interest or faith in Jesus 
sheuld become known among his fel- 
low citizens. 

Today theusands of poor and 
humble Jews come to hear the mes- 
sage of Christ. Many do so with fear 
in their hearts, for the darkness of 
intolerance and persecution is increas- 
ing around us 

These people who walk by night 
need a living faith, a sustaining hope 
and a love which only our Saviour can 
give them. They also need our encour- 
agement, our prayers and a brotherly 
hand reaching out to them in compas- 
sion. Unless we help them they will 
stumble in the dark and vanish because 
nobody oared for their souls. ~ 

What we are saying is not just 
words, but stark reality. The truth is 
more grim than what we dare say. One 
of our workers referring to the situa- 
tion writes: 

“My heart aches tremendously 
and I have the feeling that some day 
it is going to burst and deliver me from 
the agony and the pain for these secret 
underground believers,’ who are in the 
furnace of fear and of a hate without 
cause.” 

We who live in the light of our 
Lord and in the daytime of freedom, 
we who are much favored, owe a 
sacred debt to our harassed and fear- 
stricken brethren and to their children. 

The Friends of Israel Missionary 
and Relief Society through a conse- 
crated team of workers proclaims 
Christ and shows in every possible way 
personal and practical love. This min- 
istry extends to Israel and India, to 
Western Europe and across the Amer- 
ican continent. It reaches behind the 
Iron Curtain and brings help and life 
to the afflicted Jewish believers. 

The Lord has need of you, Chris- 
tian friend. These people have need of 
you, of your prayers, your help and 
your encouragement. Help us forge a 
living link between our Saviour’s love, 
the compassion in yom own heart, and 
their helplessness. 

Sample. copy of "ISRAEL MY 
GLORY, outstanding missionary pub- 
lication, sent free to all who love the 
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Lord and His Cause. 
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Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretory 
7288 Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 





“Dear Friends of Israel 
1 am sending enclosed for your ministry $____ 
NAME__ 





ADDRESS 
city. 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study. 
courses by mail to many lands., New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from’so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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FREE COPIES of this greatly blessed hymn avail- 
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postage. State number required. 
INDO-BURMA PIONEER MISSION 
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IS 

THERE 

A 
CHRISTMAS 
IN 

ISRAEL ? 


With Jews still looking for their Messiah 
you might ask: ‘‘Is there a Christmas in 
Israel?’’ 

This little orphan along with other children 
are needy in Israel. All their lives all they 
have known has been suffering. 

Some of the Yemenite Jews in their great 
exodus to Israel were so undernourished 
they could hardly hold food. They were 
numb from weeks of terror and hope. 

A child of 12 weighed what a youngster of 
four should weigh. This is one of the many 
reasons we are ministering in Israel. God 
has led us to help these little children. We 
believe they are the future missionaries or 
Christian witnesses in Israel. 





Is there a Christmas in Israel? There can 
be—with your help! Hebrew Christians are 
still suffering discrimination. Their chil- 
dren become targets of ridicule. 

Your heart will be rejoicing if at this 
blessed Christmas season you help relieve 
distress and give a little happiness to needy, 
hungry Hebrew Christians in Israel and in 
Europe. Remember especially: the little chil- 
dren and the aged Hebrew Christians whom 
we support in Homes. 
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be seen to represent that period in 
Christian church -history that we speak 
of as the Reformation period. It began 
about A.D. 1500, and continued to about 
A.D. 1750. However, some will no doubt 
say that surely this period in church 
history was characterized by life, not 
death. Did not the break from much 
of Rome’s false teaching and tyranny 
come in this period, and was not this a 
sign of life? True enough; but the 
church as a whole in the Reformation 
period fell far short of God’s plan and 
purpose for her. There were great 
state churches, but they held ta much 
of the formalism that characterized 
Rome. There were great arguments and 
discussions of doctrine, and often bitter 
contentions and controversies, but there 
was little evidence of spiritual life’ or 
teaching regarding daily Christian liv- 
ing. There was practically no emphasis 
upon evangelism or missionary effort. 

But notice the strange admonition 
given in this Revelation letter to the 
Sardis church. Although it was pro- 
nounced dead, it was counseled to “be 
watchful,” to “strengthen the things 
which remain,” to “remember,” to “hold 
fast,” and to “repent” (v. 3). How could 
a church that was dead do these things? 
If we read on in the letter we shall 
find that there were a few in Sardis 
who had “not defiled their garments,” 
who had not succumbed to the lethargy 
that was all about them. These the 
Holy Spirit could use to awaken and 
revive the dead church. 

we 

Is there deadness and _ indifference 
in your young people’s group, or in 
your church? Does it seem, sometimes, 
as though you are merely going through 
motions,. holding meetings and routine 
activities week after week, and yet 
never seeing any results that indicate 
life and real Christian progress? Will 
you be one of a group who will become 
awake? (v. 3.) It may perhaps be a 
very small-group and yet one that will 
“remember” what you have heard and 
received in the Christian faith, that 
will “hold fast,” and “repent.” God’s 
Holy Spirit who first spoke to your 
heart and brought you out of death 
into life can awaken and revitalize your 
group if you will ask Him to do so and 
if you will let Him use you as the 
channel through which to work. 

ye 

Will you ask Him tg begin in you by 
reviving in your own heart a deeper 
love for His Word and a greater faith- 
fulness in reading and meditating on 
it? Will you ask Him to help you to be 
more faithful in your prayer life and 
to give you, a new determination to 
hold fast to a consistent Christian testi- 
mony? 
. we 

The promised reward is rich as it was 
to the few faithful ones in the Sardis 
church—an undefiled walk with Christ, 
clothed in His righteousness, and an as- 
surance of being one day approved by 
the Lord Jesus in the presence of His 
Father. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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1. For one penny 
a day you can become 
one of the supporters 
of our Isabelle Or- 
phanage at Pusan, 
Korea. 

2. If you wish to 
invest one penny a 
day for the little or- 
phans of Korea, we 
will send you a bank 
mounted with beauti- 
ful wooden figure 
made by our teenage 
bpys. 

3. “For where your 
treasure is, there will 





your heart be also.” 
—Matt. 6:21. 
Write to: 


The: Korea Gospel Mission, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 291 
Inglewood, California 





Children at Home 


Squanto, Good Friend of the 
Pilgrims 


By Esther O. Smith . 


66 TOP crying.” Wrestling Brewster 

quickly brushed the tears from his 
eyes. “Crying won’t help you find your 
little black dog. fi 

“Talking to yourself, Wrestling?” 

Wrestling Brewster turned and saw 
his brother, Love, a short distance be- 
hind him. 

“Have you been to the woods, Love? 
Did you see anything of Blackie?” 
Wrestling asked in excited voice. 

“I’ve been to the woods, Wrestling, 
but I didn’t see a sign of Blackie. I 
went to get some beechnuts for Mother. 
She wants the nuts for the turkey stuff- 
ing for our feast tomorrow.” 

Love Brewster, dressed in_ short, 
baggy trousers and stockings that came 
up to his knees, sat down on a fallen 
tree trunk. 

“I’m tired. I didn’t find many nuts,” 
Love said, as he tilted the pail he had 
placed on the ground close to the fallen 
tree trunk. ; 

The boys heard a twig snap and there 
was an Indian coming down the path. 

“That’s Squanto,” Wrestling called, as 
he ran up the path to meet the tall 
young man with his black hair braided 
and tied up over his head. 

“Remember that little black dog that 
Choola gave me, Squanto? It has dis- 
appeared. I can’t find him any place.” 

“Don’t worry, Wrestling. No doubt 
your dog: has found his way back to 
Choola. I plan to go out there this 
afternoon. I'll try to find him.” 

“Thanks so much, Squanto.” 

Squanto was an Indian who had 
stayed with the Pilgrims ever since 
Samoset had brought him to Plymouth 
Village several months ago. He was a 
native of this community and had been 
of great assistance to the Pilgrims. 
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He knew 


"Wrestling felt much better. 
Squanto would try to find Blackie. 
“Mother needs some wood for the fire- 


place, Wrestling.” Love picked up sev- 
eral logs. “Suppose you bring this log. 
It isn’t very heavy.” . 

Love and Wrestling started down the 
path toward the thatched roof cabin 
that stood on the bank of the brook. 

“How can Squanto speak English so 
well, Love?” 

“Don’t you remember, Wrestling? 
Squanto lived in England for several 
years. That is one reason he has been 
able to do so much for us.” 

The boys looked up the road and 
saw their father, Elder Brewster, with 
his Bible in hand, walking toward the 
cabin. 

Elder Brewster and his sons entered 
the cabin and saw Mistress Brewster 
standing im front of the wide: fireplace. 
She was busy stirring the corn porridge 
that bubbled in a large iron pot. 

It had been a bright day in the fall of 
1621. The harvest had been reaped and 
Governor Bradford had proclaimed a 
time of “thanksgiving unto God for the 
plenteous harvest.” There would be 
feasting and recreation as well as a 
special time to express gratitude to 
God. Massasoit and his braves had 
been invited to come and share in the 
celebration. : 

That evening, when the Brewster 
family had finished supper, they gath- 


ered around the fireplace for their eve-* 


ning worship. Elder Brewster read 
from the Word of God and there was a 
time of prayer. 

“We have so much for which to be 
thankful. God has blessed us and sup- 
plied our needs.” 

Elder Brewster placed his Bible on 
the mantle over the fireplace. 

“God must have sent Squanto to us, 
Father. He has been such a good friend. 
Squanto is going to try to find Blackie, 
and I will be so very happy if he finds 
him.” 

Wrestling moved closer to his father. 

“Tell me about Squanto, Father. How 
did he come to go to England?” 

“A few years ago Squanto was cap- 
tured and taken to Spain. Later he 
was befriended by an English merchant 
and taken to England. The merchant 
was very kind to Squanto but Squanto 
longed to come back to his own people. 
When the merchant realized this he 
made it possible for Squanto to return 
to his homeland.” 

Elder Brewster paused for a moment 
and then he continued: “When Squanto 
reached here he found that a plague 
had spread through the village and none 
of his people had survived this sickness. 
Squanto went to live with Massasoit 
and the Indians of a nearby tribe until 
he took up his residence with us. You 
were right, Wrestling, when you said 
that God must have sent Squanto to 
help our people. Squanto taught us 
how to plant corn the Indian way and 
Wwe reaped a good harvest. He taught 
us how to build weirs in the brook in 
order to catch fish. And he has made 
Peace between us. and the Indians.” 
How busy the people of Plymouth 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


' 














v. waa) 


© ISRAEL IS AWAKE! 
@ ISRAEL IS WORKING! 
@ ISRAEL IS LISTENING! 














w listening audience of 70 million souls. Your prayers and partnership are needed. _$ 





THE VOICE OF TANGIER penetrates deep into Russia, the satellite countries and Europe with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is proving to be “the power of God unto salvation’ to a potential 





Write for our new “Broadcast to Russia” plan. 
Receive free from Tangier a beautiful hand-painted wall pennant. 


THE VOICE OF TANGIE 





354 Main St. 
Chatham, N. J. 








In what better way could you show your regard for and 
thoughtfulness to a number of acquaintances than by making 
it possible for them to receive THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES! 


Steet 
Share the “Fimes with others 


An attractive Christmas card will be mailed to each friend, 
with your name signed, or we will mail these cards direct to 


you if you prefer. 


On the reverse side of this announcement is a convenient 
order blank which may be cut out and mailed to us. The rates 


remain the same and are as follows: 


$4.00 per year each subscription, or 
$3.00 per year each subscription 
(if 5 or more are ordered). 


Add 25¢ extra for postage on each Canadian subscription. 
Add $1 extra for postage on each Foreign subscription. 
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were the next. morning! The men put 
up the wooden tables and the women 
cooked the turkeys and: ducks and pre- 
pared the vegetables and fruit. 

Then the Indians, led by Massasoit, 
came down the path to Plymouth 
Village. 

Wrestling dropped the spoons he was 
placing on the tables and ran over to 
the group of red men. 

Where was Squanto? Wrestling’s 
heart beat fast: There was Squanto, 
and Wrestling saw that he held some- 
thing in his arms. 

“That’s Blackie, Squanto,” Wrestling 
cried. “Oh, how happy I am because 
you have found my dog!” 

Wrestling’s eyes shone with pleasure 
as he took the small dog and held him 
close in his arms. 

“I thank you so much, Squanto. I 
asked God, if it was His will, to help 
you find Blackie. He certainly has an- 
swered my prayer. You have done so 
much for us, Squanto.” 

“Your people have done much for me, 
Wrestling. Here, I have learned about 
your God. I have seen the wonderful 
care He has taken of your people. I 
believe that He is the true God.” 

Such a wonderful day the Pilgrims 
and the Indians had! There was a time 
of worship and then they gathered 
around the wood-hewn tables for their 
feast. Elder Brewster thanked the Lord 
for His many blessings and mercies. 


‘There were games in the afternoon and 


a military drill under Captain Miles 
Standish. 

Late in the afternoon the Brewster 
family returned to their thatched roof 
cabin. 

Wrestling sat down by his father on 
the bench at the side of the fireplace. 

“We do have so much for which to be 
thankful, Father.” Wrestling patted 
Blackie, then picked the dog up and 
held him close in his arms. “I am espe- 
cially thankful to,God because Squanto 
found Blackie. And I am so thankful 
for Squanto, too.” 

Note: Squanto was instructed in the Chris- 
tian faith While living in England. It is an 
accepted fact that he was one of the few In- 
dians around Plymouth who accepted the 
Christian faith. 

HAvRE DE GRACE, Mb. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible = on the International 
Lessons, issued the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


November 17 to 23 


Mon., Nov. 17.—Mark 2:1-7. 
Critics of Jesus. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “There were cer- 
tain of the scribes sitting there, and 
reasoning in their hearts, Why doth this 
man speak blasphemies? who can for- 
give sins but God only?” These scribes 
came out of every village and even 
from Jerusalem to examine Christ and 
His teaching (see Luke 5:17). These 
natural men.were not able to appraise 
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the mystery of God incarnate among 
them. “No man knoweth the Son, but 
the Father; neither knoweth any man 
the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him” 
(Matt. 11:27). Pray for Formosa. 


Tues., Nov. 18.—Mark 2:8-12. 
Answering the Critics. 
PraYeR SuccEsTions: “Why reason ye 
these things in your hearts?” Our Lord 
always used soft words to turn away 
wrath and to lead men to faith. He 
tead the thoughts of the men who criti- 
tized Him as they sat in His meeting. 
He gave them added amazement by 
asking a simple question before giving 
them a demonstration of His divine 
Power. The church’s answer to this 
unbelieving world ‘today must be new 
demonstrations of the power of our 
Lord’s resurrection (Eph. 1:15-23). Pray 
for Korea. 


Wed., Nov. 19.—Mark 2:13-17. 

The Call to Sinners. 
* Prayer SuccEsTIONs: - “I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to re- 
Pentance.” Our Lord receives even the 
Devil’s castaways. He draws souls by 
the cords of love. His Gospel is sweet 
to sin-sick, Satan-bound souls. Their 
duration and depth in their sin and 
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shame are no barrier to His saving 
mercy. Deliverance from the power of 
darkness, and translation into His King- 
dom, plus the prospect of eternal union 
with Himself in Glory is offered men 
in the Gospel. The terms of ‘salvation 
for sinners are beautifully stated in 
Romans 10:13. /Pray that more Gospel 
preaching may be heard in our land. 


Thurs., Nov. 20.—Mark 2:18-22. 
“New Wine Is for Fresh Skins.” 
Prayer Succestions: “No man putteth 
new wine into old bottles [wineskins): 
else the new wine doth burst the bot- 
tles, and the wine is spilled.” Christian 
evangelicalism and ritualistic formalism 
are a.dangerous mixture. Christ's Gos- 
pel must not be mixed with different 
brands of religion as our Lord says in 
the parabolical words of our text. Be- 
ware that the Gospel of God be pre- 
sented in purity and in the power of 
the Spirit, or it will work ill to both 
preacher and people (1 Cor. 15:1-11). 
Pray for Eastern Baptist College, St. 
Davids, Pa. 


Fri., Nov. 21.—Mark 2:23-28. 
Men Before Institutions. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “The sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the 
sabbath: therefore the Son of man is 
Lord also of the sabbath.” Man’s wel- 
fare was the thing God had in mind 
in consecrating one day of rest in seven. 
He did not have in mind the abolition 
of the weekly rest day, but the honor- 
ing of it, and the rendering such service 
to Him as befits so important a day. 
If the Apostle John had not been “in 
the Spirit on the Lord’s day,” it is 
doubtful if he would have been given 
the great revelation recorded in his 
Book. Man is at his best when he has 
learned to discipline himself. If he 
cannot give God one day, how can he 
give Him all days? Pray for more 
Lord’s Day observance. 


Sat., Nov. 22.—Mark 3:1-6. 
Plot To Destroy Jesus. 
PraYER SucGcestTions: “The Pharisees 
went forth, and straightway took coun- 
sel with the Herodians against him, 
how they might destroy him.” Re- 
ligious hatred is the bitterest in all the 
world. The Gospel record makes this 
clear, and history illustrates it. Wicked 
men have done their worst because of 
hatred of Christianity. The latter days 
will witness greater hprrors of perse- 
cution and cruelty. The world in blind 
rage against Christ and the Gospel will 
take vengeance upon “the remnant of 
her seed” (see Rev. 12:17). Pray for 
Southeastern Bible College, Birming- 
ham, Ala. ’ 
Sun., Nov. 23.—1 Pet. 4:12-19. 
Suffering as a Christian. 
PRAYER SvucGcesTions: “Partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings.” Satan and his emis- 
saries vent out their hatred of Christ 








Water rises to its level, and the water 
of life that comes fram the throne of 
God will carry one into the presence of 
God.—Moody’s “Notes From My Bible.” 
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upon His followers. If we become ac- 
tive for Christ, the world will hate us 


because it hated Him. “The wicked 
hate the righteous.” Cain slew his 
brother Abel, because Abel’s works 


were good, and his own evil. If you 
give testimony for Christ, you will be 
hated deeply. We all had a bad spirit 
before Christ delivered us from ‘the 
power of darkness (Titus 3:3). Pray 
for love to all who hate you because 
you belong to Christ. 
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FREE — because, with each Gospel given away, 
we preach the message of God's free gift of 
eternal life through Jesus Christ. 
FREE — because thousands of Africans who 
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FREE — because newly literate Africans are 
eager for any literature — if we do not give 
them the Gospel first, Communism may win 
them through its tons of free literature. 
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lieve God when He says: “My word . . . shall 
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Gives Desired Intormation More Quickly 


55 FEATURES... 
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THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS-a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 

Justice Glenn Terfell, Former Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Florida: “The inscription over the entrance of the 
Library of the Florida State College for Women in Tallahassee, 
Florida, is: 


*The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 
Find Knowledge.’ 


The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find the fullest 
spiritual truths and to gain the most complete knowledge of the 
Bible in the easiest way. For the past two years I have used the 
New Chain Reference Bible and I have found it the best of them 
all.” Dr. Robert G. Lee: “This is to testify that I have used the 
Th Chain Refi Bible for several years in my study of 
the Bible. I believe it is the very best on the market today. I wish 
that every reader of the Bible and every student of the Bible had 
a copy of this unusually helpful Bible.” The Late Dr. Walter A. 
Maier: “It has been a great help to me in my radio work, preach- 
ing, literary and editorial activities. I recommend it highly to pas- 
tors, teachers, students, and Bible readers." Dr. J. A. Huffman: 
“I have never seen so much splendid help crowded into a single 
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volume of the Bible." Dr. Charles E. Fulfer: “I wish every 
preacher and teacher of the Word had a copy of this most usable 
and logical reference work."’ Dr. Harry Rimmer: “I feel that no 
student should be without this splendid aid to Bible study and 
instruction.” Dr. Leander S. Keyser: ““The New Chain Reference 
Bible is a treasure-house of useful information. Surely, this is the 
Bible that ought to be in every home.” Dr. F. M. McConnell; 
“I firmly believe that a boy in the 7th grade can get more informa- 
tion from this Bible in two days than a preacher can get from an 
ordinary Bible in a week. It is a whole library in itself.” Dr, 
W. Graham Scroggie: “If anyone were to ask me, ‘I can afford 
to have one Bible only: what would you recommend me to get?’ I 
would say at once, ‘The New Chain Reference Bible.’ It is a 
marvel of compressed value, and represents more than thirty years 
of most diligent study. It supplies helps, which together can be 
found nowhere else."" Dr. H. Framer Smith: “I find that it sur- 
passes them all for real practical helps. To anyone desiring a better 
knowledge of the Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible." Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: “I wish I could 
influence every Christian to purchase one of these Bibles.” 
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The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 
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ly praised by so many renowned 
Bible Students. 


SEND NOW 
for this 
big FREE 


descriptive 


BOOK 
Agents Wanted 















B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE Co., INC., 
Dept. S-2311 K. of P. Bidg. 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 


(C0 Without cost or obligation to me, send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and full particulars 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
your New Chain Reference Bible. 


(0 Send your special terms to Represents 


Name 





Address. 


City. 




















